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October & November 

2019 
OCTOBER 

October 2-EARLY DISMISSAL 2:00pm 

October 4-EARLY DISMISSAL 11:30am/Band marches in BCHS Homecoming Parade  

October 14 & 15-NO SCHOOL-FALL BREAK 

October 14-IMEA Auditions for Bella Voche 

October 21-School Board Meeting 6:30pm 

October 22-Parent Teacher Conference-Call for Appt. NO TUTORING 

October 24-Parent Teacher Conference-Call for Appt. NO TUTORING 

October 26-Band-Christopher Halloween Parade 7:00 PM 

October 30-Picture Re-Take Day & Extra-Curricular Events pictures 

October 31- Ewing Halloween Parade 1:00pm 

NOVEMBER 

November 2-ILMEA Honor Choir Festival at SIUC 

November 6-EARLY DISMISSAL 2:00pm 

November 8-Veteran’s Day Celebration 2:00 PM 

November 11-NO SCHOOL Veteran’s Day 

November 18-Regular Board Meeting 6:30pm 

November 26-EARLY DISMISSAL 2:30pm 

November 27-29 NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Break 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS-OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 

 

October    2 EARLY DISMISSAL 2:00pm 
  4 EARLY DISMISSAL 11:30am 
  4 Band marching in BCHS Homecoming Parade 1:30 and play at Homecoming game 7:00pm 
  8 Parent-Player Basketball game HOME @ 6:00pm   

12-18 Pinckneyville 204 Basketball Tourney TBA 
  14 IMEA Auditions @ Highland (Bella Voche) 
  21 Board Meeting 6:30pm 
  22 Parent-Teacher Conference 3:30-6:00 
  24 Parent-Teacher Conference 3:30-6:00 
  22 & 24  NO TUTORING DUE TO CONFERENCES 
  26 Band Marching in Christopher Parade be at Christopher Park 6:40 
  28 Basketball Game HOME vs. Thompsonville 6:00pm 
  30 Picture Re-Take Day and Sports Picture Day 
  31 Halloween Parade 1:00pm 

31 Basketball game HOME vs. Bluford 6:00pm 
 
 
November 2 ILMEA Honor Choir Festival @ SIUC  
  5 Basketball game at Akin 6:00pm 

6 EARLY DISMISSAL 2:00 pm 
  8 Veteran’s Day Celebration 2:00pm 
  11 NO SCHOOL-VETERAN’S DAY 
  12 Basketball game at Sesser-Valier 6:00pm 

18 School Board Meeting 6:30pm 
19 Basketball game HOME vs. Crab Orchard 6:00pm 

  21 Basketball game at Spring Garden 6:00pm 
  25 Basketball game at St. Mary’s 6:00pm 
  25 & 26 No Tutoring  
  26 EARLY DISMISSAL 2:30pm  
  27-29 NO SCHOOL-THANKSGIVING BREAK 
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Email: king@ewinggradeschool.org         (618) 629-2181 Ext. 102 

 

 
 Well, the school year is off and going. I hope everyone has 

transitioned back into the swing of things. I am very pleased with the 

year so far, and am so very proud of the spectacular school district we 

have. Students are doing very well and the teachers are working so hard.  

I look forward to the months to come. We have a lot of information to 

provide to parents, so please read the following announcements. I have 

added important information that each parent needs to know.  
 

Ewing will have Ms. Aileen, a social worker/counsel, at school each 
Thursday. She will be working with all grade levels on a variety of social emotional skills, 
respect and character traits! She can also provide support and counseling to students. If 
you are interested in utilizing these services at school, please contact your child’s teacher 
or me!! I am so excited to have these resources at school!! Ms. Aileen has created a flyer to 
explain what the optics of her classes will be!! Please feel free to contact her or me if you 
have any questions!!  Please see the attached letter.  
 

 

mailto:king@ewinggradeschool.org
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Dear Parents/Guardians,   

 This letter is to inform you of the exciting new collaboration between Centerstone and Ewing School District! 

Starting September 19, 2019 our agency will be providing Quality Character Skills to each classroom. This type 

of character building will allow your child to learn and develop skills in the following areas :  

 Building and Maintaining Positive Relationships  

• Making Responsible Decisions  

• Problem-Solving Skills  

• Having Empathy and Compassion for Others  

• Recognizing and Managing Emotions  

• Handling Challenging Situations  

  

If you have any questions or concerns about Quality Character Skills implementation within your child’s 

classroom, please do not hesitate to reach out to Centerstone Family Services Coordinator, Aileen Stapleton.   

 Email: aileen.stapleton@centerstone.org Work Cell Phone: 618-713-2533  

Thank you! 
 

      10 Ways to Help Your Child with HOMEWORK 

 

1. Let your child know that homework is important and valuable. 

2. Set a regular time each day for homework, allowing some time to unwind after school before getting 

started. 

3. Be sure your child has all essentials, such as papers, books, school notebooks, and pencils. 

4. Help your child get organized by providing folders for papers and a calendar and/or assignment book. 

5. Have a quiet, clean, and well-lit place to study, with a comfortable chair. Keep all schoolwork there. 

6. Discourage distractions, including TV, during study time. Allow study breaks at intervals. 

7. Be available to answer questions or help quiz your child, but keep homework as his or her responsibility 

to complete. 

8. Spot-check homework when it’s completed. 

9. Read any comments the teacher has made on returned assignments. 

10. If a homework problem arises, contact the teacher for clarification. 

 

Remember – Praise your child for homework done to the best of his or her ability. 
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 Drills- As a school, we have been working on ensuring we are prepared for all 

types of situations. We have practiced fire drills, bus evacuation drills, earthquake drills, tornado drills and 

intruder drills so far this year. As we practice these drills, the staff and I discuss what could have been better 

and areas that need to be improved. As a result of these discussions, our school Crisis Management Plan is 

continuing to be updated. Please note the following information, so you are aware as a parent what to do in an 

emergency situation.  

 The staff and students reviewed what to do in an intruder situation in the classrooms, hallways, 

cafeteria, recess as well as PE. Students and staff discussed and practice what to do in each 

situation. Our goal is to educate students so that if ever in one of these scenarios, students will 

know how to react and what to do to be safe.   

 If students are evacuated from the building, they will be taken to an off campus location.   

 Parents must follow the Local Authorities’ procedure when entering the off campus location.  

 Teachers will not allow students to leave this location unless a parent signs a student out.  

 Please review with your child what to do in a case of a fire, tornado, or earthquake throughout 

the year to ensure he/she is prepared.  

 Please see the school handbook for a brief overview of the school’s Crisis Management Plan. 

 

Halloween- Thursday, October 31st is the Halloween Parade.  The parade will begin at 1:00 pm.  

The Ewing-Northern Grade School Band will lead the parade. Band students may change into their costumes 

during lunch recess.  Students in grades Kindergarten through fourth may change into their costumes between 

12:30 pm and 1:00 pm.  Parents please do not send your child to school dressed in his/her costume. Please 

send the costume in a bag with your child’s name, so his/her teacher knows what costume is for your child.   

Parents are welcome to help children change into their costumes between 12:30 pm and 1:00 pm. Please sign in 

to the office before going to your child’s classroom. If you would like to dress for Halloween that is acceptable. 

However, please note this is a community event so all attire must be school appropriate!  

 

Report Card- The first nine weeks grading period ends October 11.   School will have been in 

session 41 days.  Report cards will be distributed on Tuesday, October 22, and Thursday, October 24, at 

Parent/Teacher/5-8 Student Conferences. Conferences can be scheduled between 3:30 pm and 6:00 pm on both 

evenings. Please call the office to make an appointment. Reminder: Sign up for Conferences at Open House! 

Parents of middle school students may make appointments with any middle school teacher!  

 

 Parent/Teacher/5-8 Student Conference –Dates: Tuesday, October 22, and Thursday, 

October 24. We are scheduling appointments on Tuesday and Thursday evenings this year from 3:30 pm to 

6:00 pm for parent/teacher conferences. We have two evening dates to accommodate working parents.  If you 

did not have an opportunity to sign up for conferences during Open House, please call Ms. Teresa in the office 

and she can arrange a conference for you and the teacher. At the conferences, Kindergarten through eighth 

grade iReady reading and math test results from fall benchmark testing will be reviewed. Students that took the 

IAR tests last spring have tests results in ELA (English Language Arts) and in Math.  Teachers will review 

these results as well!   
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Middle School Parents: 

Please remember you may make an appointment to speak with any of the 5th-8th grade teachers. You do 

not only have to meet with your child’s homeroom teacher.  As a middle school staff, we are encouraging 

middle school students to attend their parent/teacher conference. At this age, we believe students should begin 

to take ownership for their education and this is a great step in that direction. We also believe that meeting as a 

group with students, parents and teachers to discuss weaknesses, strengths, and goals early in the school year is 

important. This meeting opportunity will hopefully allow each student to become more involved in his/her 

education.   

 

*** Middle School Parents: If you would like to review your child’s iReady score further and/or 

have RtI questions. Please feel free to make an appointment with Mrs. Hampton.   

 

PBIS-The Positive Behavior Intervention System is working well. The District has made some 

changes to PBIS staring this school year. We are focusing on our school motto Respect yourself, Respect 

others and Respect property. We have also transitioned to Class Dojo!! It is going amazing!! Thank you so 

much for connecting to Class Dojo, communicating and reading what has been posted!! I am thrilled with the 

results!!  

 

 

Athletics- Softball was a great success this year. The program is getting stronger and stronger each 

year. Thank you to students and parents who worked so hard to see this program excel. Now that baseball and 

softball season is over, it’s time for basketball. Basketball and cheerleading practice has begun. Please speak 

with Coach Matt Harmon for basketball practice/games schedule and Makala Thompson for cheerleading. 

 

The first home game will be on Monday, October 28th. (The Parent/Player game will be played on 

Tuesday, October 8th at 6:00.) We want to “Pack the House” on that first home game night. Please remind 

your child that the only time he/she may leave the gym is at half time or between games.  Ewing Grade School 

students represent our school by their conduct at extracurricular activities as well as their behavior during the 

school day.  Let’s all attend the extracurricular activities, support our team and demonstrate a positive attitude.  

All students participating in a school activity should ride the bus to the activity.  There will be bus 

transportation to games, but not returning. Please ensure you have your child/children’s transportation 

needs are addressed prior to each ballgame.  
 

Ineligibility:    

Ineligibility has begun. Any student with a 75% or lower in a class will be considered ineligible for the 

week. Ineligibly is run on Thursday morning and begins/ends on Saturday of each week. If a student is 

ineligible, he/she may practice, but may not participate in any game/event. Students are encouraged use their 

time wisely while at school and do their homework nightly. This will ensure they are prepared for class the next 

day.  Please remember we do offer after school tutoring to assist students with their work. Parents, if you have 

any questions, please call and make an appointment with your child’s teacher(s).  For students to be successful 

at school it takes a united team consisting of students, teachers, and parents all working together.   
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Homework Hotline/Parent Communication-Several students are using the school homework hot 

line to make sure they have all of their assignments completed.  The teachers’ phone extensions are listed in 

the handbook. You may call the teacher’s direct extension each night and listen to the daily assignments.  Email 

addresses are also listed in the handbook.  I encourage you to email questions to your child’s classroom 

teachers.  Parents may call and leave messages for teachers.  Teachers will listen to their voice mail and the 

return phone calls during their planning period or after school.  Additionally, we have a parent portal on our 

webpage that allows parents to view student grades, discipline marks, lunch bills and medical information. 

 

After School Tutoring- Tutoring is provided for students based upon student need and 

teacher recommendation.  This is a structured environment with adult supervision to assist students in grades 

3-8 in completing their daily assignments.  Tutoring sessions are from 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm after school Monday 

through Thursday.   A nutritious snack is served at no cost to the students. There is NO tutoring on 2:00 days!! 

If you are interested in after school tutoring, please let your child’s homeroom teacher know.  

 

Webpage- The Ewing-Northern Grade School homepage is (www.ewinggradeschool.org). 
We are continually working to update the webpage. Please be patient with the office staff and teachers as we 

work through this process! Please check it out to see upcoming events and/or announcements. Several teachers 

have classroom webpages (that may be under construction) that are linked to the school Webpage. Please look 

at child’s homeroom webpage for specifics at each grade level.  Also, for your information the school budget 

and school board agendas are posted on the school website.   

 

Family trip(s) and family business are generally excused, if they are prearranged.  For a 

student absence to be pre-arranged, a note or telephone call from the parent must be received in advance of the 

absence.  Students are required to make-up their work.  Teachers will have their missed assignments listed for 

them.  Students need to complete the assignments as soon as possible.  Students have the same number of days 

to complete their assignments as they were absent from school.   
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Ewing Grade School 
   

     

 

BOX TOP UPDATE 

In the past, box tops have been collected by clipping the box top off of the item purchased. We are still 

accepting those! 

CLIP: Traditional Box Tops clips are Seine phased out 
of production, but you can still send unexpired clips to 
school. Every valid Box Tops clip is worth 10#. 

 
However, they are moving to a scanning method. You purchase the item but you scan 

your receipt and it automatically goes to our Ewing School account. To do this method, 

you need to download the app. 

 
SCAN: do it to school. Use the new 30K lops app to 
scan your store receipt "'within 14 days of purchase. The app find 
participating products  instantly add Box Tops to your school's 
earnings online. 

 

I realize that some people may not be comfortable with this new method. I have downloaded the app. 
So if you will send your receipts to school, I can do this for you. This must be done within 14 days of 
your purchase. 

This is a great way to get funds for our library so I hope you will still participate. I have attached a list of 
items that qualify for this program. If you have any questions, please contact me. I will be glad to answer 
your questions. 
Thank you for your help!  
 
Mrs. Tammy Cripps 

LOOK FOR BOX TOPS ON THE ALL-NEW SOX TOPS HERE! HUNDREDS OF PRODUCTS! DOWNLOAD THE APP: 
CLIP: Traditional Box Tops clips are NO MORE CLIPPING being phased out of production, but you 

can still send unexpired clips to school or the new Box Taps app to scan your store receipt 14 days of purchase. The app find participating 

products and Every valid Box Tops clip is worth IOC. instantly add Box Tops to your school's earnings online. 
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Email: ljones@ewinggradeschool.org               Phone: 618-629-2181 Ext. 120 

All physicals and immunizations for Pre-K, Kindergarten and sixth grade are now due; please get 

them to me so your child may remain in school.  Eye exams are also due for Kindergarten at this time.  

Keep in mind Kindergarten, Second and Sixth grade require a dental exam.  Dental Safari will be here 

to give exams and cleanings, January 13, 2020, which fulfills the state requirement. This is a great 

opportunity for students entering K, 2ND, and 6th grades next year to fulfill the state requirement.  The 

students love to go as a class to see the dentist and they do not have to leave school for an 

appointment.  PLEASE TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE SERVICE.  

Pre- K through 8th grade had their hearing and vision screening on Sept. 11th and 12th, Carol Grafton 

from Special Education will rescreen anyone who may have failed either screen.  You will receive 

notification by mail if your child needs further screening at an eye doctor.   Please be sure your child 

brings their glasses to school daily.  If they wear contacts, they should keep a case, saline solution, 

and glasses in their locker in case of emergency.  According to the American Optometric Association 

most contact users never replace their lens cases, allowing bacteria to breed in the crevices and 

infect lenses and eyes.  Recommendations are to replace at least every three months.  Rinse and 

clean the case thoroughly with solution after every use, then keep the case open and let it dry.    

FLU SEASON: Viruses in general:  Please remember it is very important to keep your child home if they 

are ill or running a fever.  They may return to school when they are fever for twenty-four hours.  Flu 

season is just around the corner, so now is the time to think about getting your flu shot, and ways to 

avoid the flu.  Examples: the number one way to avoid any illness is to use good hand washing 

technique, avoid large crowds, and stay home if you think you may be ill.  When the kids get home 

from school a good hand washing session is in order.  We try to germ-x here at school as much as 

possible as little fingers are everywhere.  

Medications sent to school must be in original containers with a note stating when last dose was 

given, when next dose is due and dosage amount to be given see hand book for policy.  All 

prescription medications that are necessary for school dosing must have a doctor’s order permitting 

the staff to give those medications.   

Vaping – What to Know about E-cigarettes 
What is an electronic cigarette or vape? E-cigarettes, vapes, vape or hookah 
pens, e-pipes, and other vaping products are battery- powered devices that allow 
users to inhale, or vape, aerosolized liquid (e-juice). E-cigarettes come in many 
shapes and sizes. In additional to a battery, most have a heating element and a 
place to hold a liquid. Some e-cigarettes look like regular cigarettes, cigars, or 
pipes. The ones that are found in most schools look like USB flash drives, pens, or 
highlighters. Use of an e- cigarette is often referred to as “vaping” or “JUULing”. E-
cigarettes contain harmful chemicals These products are NOT safe for youth, 
young adults, pregnant women, or adults would do not currently use tobacco 
products. Most e-cigarettes contain nicotine, which is highly addictive and can be 
harmful to brain development, which continues until about age 25. Using products 

mailto:ljones@ewinggradeschool.org
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that contain nicotine before age 25 can harm the part of the brain responsible for 
memory, attention, and learning. Other potentially harmful ingredients in e-
cigarettes include volatile organic compounds, ultrafine particles, cancer causing 
chemicals, and flavoring such as diacetyl, which is a chemical linked to “popcorn 
lung,” a serious lung disease. Additionally, certain toxic metals, including nickel, tin, 
and lead, which could be harmful if inhaled, have been found in e- cigarettes and 
vaping devices. There have also been incidents of e-cigarette batteries exploding 
or causing fires. Research on the health effects of secondhand aerosol is limited, 
but the secondhand aerosol is not harmless. It can contain harmful ingredients.  

What to look for? Since 2014, e-cigarettes and vapes have been the most commonly used tobacco 
product among U.S. middle and high school students. The U.S. Surgeon General has called youth 
vaping an “epidemic” and warned that it threatens decades of progress toward making sure fewer 
people use tobacco. Parents and educators need to learn about the different shapes and types of e- 
cigarette and vapes and the risks of all forms of nicotine use for young people. They also need to be 
aware of unregulated advertising promoting the sale of “vape” clothing which helps kids discreetly use 
these products, especially the ones in the shape of a USB flash drive. Items such as hoodies and 
backpacks allow youth to use vape products undetected in classrooms and bathrooms of schools.  
Parents should talk to their children about the risks of e-cigarette/vape use among young 
people and express firm expectations that their children remain tobacco-free. Educators should 
develop, implement, and enforce tobacco and vape-free school policies.  

Where can schools staff and parents access resources? Among U.S. and Illinois high school 
students in 2017, almost 28 percent reported having ever tried cigarette smoking; 8 percent reported 
currently smoking cigarettes (at least one time during the last 30 days); 42 percent reported having 
ever used an electronic vapor product (including e-cigarettes, e-cigars, e-pipes, vape pipes, vaping 
pens, e-hookahs, and hookah pens); and 13 percent reported currently using an electronic vapor 
product. 1 Alarmingly, e-cigarette use by high school seniors is higher than cigarette use was 10 years 
ago. Between 2016 to 2018, e-cigarette use in Illinois increased from 18.4% to 26.7% among high 
school seniors, a 45% increase; a 15% increase was seen among 8th grade students; and a 65% 
increase among 10th grade students.2 E-cigarettes put youth at risk for addiction and possibly worse 
asthma outcomes3, yet almost 40% of 10th and 12th grade youth believe there is low or no risk of 
negative health effects.2 Beginning July 1, 2019, Illinois law prohibits the sale of tobacco products, 
including these products, to people younger than age 21. • E-cigarettes, Vapes, and JUULS - 
http://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention- wellness/tobacco/e-cigarettes-and-vapes  

• Fact Sheet—E-Cigarettes Shaped Like Flash Drives: Information for Parents, Educators, and 
Health Care Providers  

• Fact Sheets—E-Cigarettes and Youth  

o E-Cigarettes and Youth: What Parents Need to Know pdf [PDF–1 MB] o E-Cigarettes and 

Youth: What Health Care Providers Need to Know pdf [PDF–963 KB] o E-Cigarettes and 
Youth: What Educators and Coaches Need to Know pdf [PDF–808 KB]  

• Infographic—Teachers and Parents: That USB Stick Might Be an E-Cigarette  

• Talk with Your Teen About E-Cigarettes: A Tip Sheet for Parents pdf [PDF–5.20 MB]  

• Print Ad—“One Brain” pdf [PDF–2.56 MB]  

• Evidence Brief: Tobacco Industry Sponsored Youth Prevention Programs in Schools  
Prepared by the Illinois Department of Public Health, Office of Health Promotion August 2019 

 
 
 

 So You Want to Quit Your Vapes, E-Cigarettes or JUULs?  
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Resources for Teens and Young Adults  
As the tobacco product marketplace evolves, new products are emerging that deliver nicotine in different 
ways. These products include e-cigarettes like JUUL and heat-not-burn products like IQOS, and they typically 
come in many youth-appealing flavors. Most smokers — nearly 70 percent — say they want to quit, and now, 
the youth e-cigarette use epidemic has created a major need for information on how to quit vaping. Research-
backed and proven-effective resources are critical to fill this need and help people successfully quit smoking or 
vaping. The following digital tools are recommended for teens and young adults.   

This is Quitting  
The youth e-cigarette use epidemic created an urgent need for resources to help young people quit vaping. 
The Truth Initiative® developed a first-of-its-kind program called This is Quitting. The free quit-vaping and 
quit-smoking mobile program is one of the few resources available designed specifically for teens and young 
adults. The program allows teens and young adults to remain anonymous. It also serves as a resource for 

parents seeking to help their children.  

Text “DITCHJUUL” to 88709 

 BecomeAnEX®  
BecomeAnEX is a free, digital quit-smoking plan and online community of thousands of smokers and ex-
smokers developed by Truth Initiative in collaboration with Mayo Clinic. It has helped more than 800,000 
people develop the skills and confidence to successfully quit. Research has shown that following the 
BecomeAnEX quit plan quadruples a tobacco user's chance of quitting.  

 Young people can sign up for a free Smokefree text messaging program, developed by the National Institutes 
of Health. Participants must be at least 13 years old, use a supported mobile phone carrier in the United 
States, and have an unlimited texting plan on their mobile phone. For programs that help you quit tobacco for 
good (SmokefreeTXT, SmokefreeTeen, DipfreeTXT, SmokefreeMOM, and SmokefreeVET), participants can 
enroll up to 14 days before the quit date they choose. The text program starts up to two weeks before the 
selected quit date and lasts for six weeks. The programs will also follow up one, three, and six months after the 
program ends to see how the person is doing.  

To sign up online, visit the list of Smokefree text messaging programs and select the program that matches 
your goals. To enroll, click on the “Sign Up Now” button. Complete the questions on the sign-up page and 
you will begin receiving messages right away.  

Illinois Tobacco Quitline 1-866-Quit-Yes  

 

Please put names in the jackets so I can get clothing to the correct child, this time of year it is cool in 

the morning then warms up and jackets are left outside.   Thanks! 

WE ARE COLLECTING USED EYE GLASSES FOR THE LIONS-PLEASE HELP! 

Is your child ready for basketball/ volley ball – physicals are needed for    

practice! 

IHSA encourages parents, students, and stuff to view a CPR training video on hands-only cardiopulmonary resuscitation 

and automated external defibrillators on the association’s internet website at 

http://www.ihsa.org/Resources/SportsMedicine/CPRTraining.aspx. 

PLEASE KEEP A CHANGE OF CLOTHING IN KINDERGARTEN BACK PACKS, OR IN ANY CHILDS BACK PACK 

THAT MAY NEED IT!  THANKS 

 

http://www.ihsa.org/Resources/SportsMedicine/CPRTraining.aspx
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       Email: sjones@ewinggradeschool.org                                                        Phone: (618) 629-2181 Ext. 117 
Happy fall from Pre-K!!  We have had a great start to the school year.  We would like to say “Thank You” to all 

of our Pre-K families for all of the great back to school donations.  Families please remember to check your 

child’s backpack and remove/read papers daily.   

  We have been busy getting to know one another at Pre-K.  The Pre-K students have been busy getting 

acquainted with friends, teachers, and school/classroom rules.  We have had several activities to help with this 

transition.  Each day in Pre-K we will be working on individual and group goals with our students.  Pre-K will 

incorporate the Illinois Early Learning and Developmental Standards with each activity and goal that we create for 

the Pre-K students.  We will be working with students to create goals and activities in the learning areas of 

Language/Literacy, Math, Cognitive, Physical, and Social/Emotional.  We will also incorporate music, art, science, 

dramatic play, and self-help/independence.  We look forward to an exciting year of fun and learning.  If you have 

any questions, please feel free to call Mrs. Stephanie Jones (Classroom teacher) at any time.  

We have scheduled a Pre-K pumpkin patch visit for Friday, October 25
th

.  Families will need to provide 

transportation and care for their child during the visit.  We will meet at Breezy Hill Pumpkin Patch at 9:00 (14421 

4 Mile Ln, Benton, Il).  Our designated time is 9:00-10:30. We are covering the cost for our Pre-K students.  

They will each get to enjoy the farm, go on a wagon ride, have a snack, and take home a small pumpkin. Any 

sibling that attends and any parent that rides the wagon must pay their own way. Cost is $5 for children and $1 for 

parent.  You must pay immediately upon arrival in the general store.   We are very excited keep your fingers 

crossed for nice weather.   

 The Ewing School Halloween parade will be Wed. Oct. 31
st

 directly at 1:00.  We will be having afternoon 

class on this day so morning students will need to leave directly after the parade with a parent/caregiver.  

Afternoon parents can bring their child at 12:05 for class but you will need to come back and get your child ready 

for the parade or you can wait and bring your child dressed in their costume at 12:45.   

Important Dates: 

October 2rd Early 2:00 Dismissal 

October 4th Ewing School 11:30 Dismissal (No afternoon Pre-K) 

October 14th No School (Columbus Day) 

October 15th No School (Fall Break) 

October 25th Pumpkin Patch Visit 9:00 Breezy Hill Farm (No Pre-K classes this day) 

October 31st Ewing School Halloween Parade 1:00 

Nov. 6th Early 2:00 Dismissal 

Nov. 8th Ewing School Veteran’s Day Celebration 2:00 

Nov. 11th NO SCHOOL! (Holiday) 

Nov. 26th Early 2:30 Dismissal 

Nov. 27st –  29th NO SCHOOL! (Thanksgiving Break) 

mailto:sjones@ewinggradeschool.org
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Email: emcdanel@ewinggradeschool.org           Phone: (618) 629-2181 Ext. 104 

We made it! The first two months are under our belt and we are finally getting into a routine. October and November 
will be busy, but enjoyable months. 
 
We will be working on the letters Jj-Pp in October.  We will cover the letters Qq-Xx in November.  We will be identifying 
and learning the sounds for these letters as well.  Please encourage your child to read and work on letter identification 
and letter sounds at home. This will build your child’s confidence and help him/her begin to blend sounds to read words 
they do not know by sight.  
 
In math, we have just about covered the numbers 1-10.  We will be starting to work on the teen numbers next. Please 
work with your child on the identification of these numbers. They are the most difficult to learn. Through October and 
November, we will be working on the following skills: comparing and ordering numbers, deciding if groups have one and 
two more or fewer, and counting, reading, and writing the numbers 11-20. You can also be working on counting to 50 
with your child!  
 
In writing, we will be starting to build sentences. We will be working on using sight words we know in our sentences and 
stretching out the sounds in words to help us spell.  We will continue to work on writing your child’s first and last name. 
Please work on neatness with your child and encourage the importance of writing neatly! 
 
In October and November, we will work with Mrs. Page on an autumn unit.  We are observing ladybugs in our classroom 
and will later recall the information we learn to discuss hibernation. We will also have a unit on pumpkins. Both of these 
topics lead right into autumn. We will then study harvesting, plant and animal life, and changes that occur in the fall. 
Mrs. Page will have activities in science and art for us.   
 
The Halloween parade and party will be in the afternoon of October 31st. The parade will begin at 1:00 p.m.  The 
costumes should be sent with the children or parents should arrive at 12:15 to help the children get dressed.  There will 
be volunteers to help your children get ready. I will send the party volunteers a list of names and numbers so you can 
contact one another and decide on activities, snacks, and crafts for the party.     
 
I would like to say thank you to all of the parents that attended open house.  I appreciate all of the support that I have 
received. Please keep in touch and if there are any questions, let me know. I look forward to meeting with everyone at 
parent/teacher conferences. Have a wonderful Halloween and Thanksgiving!   
 
Mrs. McDanel 
emcdanel@ewinggradeschool.org    
629-2181 ext. 104                                                  
 

 
 
 
 
                        

 

mailto:emcdanel@ewinggradeschool.org
mailto:emcdanel@ewinggradeschool.org
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Kindergarten MUSIC-Mrs. Milligan 

General Music Classes are currently preparing for their Veteran’s Day Celebration which will be November 8 

at 2:00pm. Students are encouraged to wear red, white, and blue! Students have been focusing on their grade 

level standards such as identifying quarter notes and quarter rests and recognizing that music is fast and slow.  

 

 

Kindergarten COMPUTERS-Mrs. Hart 

Students will be using the Common Core Curriculum – Starfall working on Math and Reading activities on the computer. 

Students will also learn how to log on and off the computer and mouse skills.  They will also use - Tumble Books to listen 

to wonderful stories being read to them with using headphones.   

   

  Kindergarten PE-Mr. Fauver 
      The Kindergarten and 1st graders have spent the early part of the school year learning some of 

the basic rules of conduct and play for physical education class. I’ve also begun to introduce some beginning 

games that will keep everyone active and moving. We’ve played various forms of tag such as Crawl Under Tag, 

Toilet Tag, Color Tag and Animal Tag. We’ve also played other games with the giant parachute, and games like 

Simon Says, Red Light/ Green Light, and various relay races. I continually introduce new games to ensure that 

your children will be getting plenty of exercise and at the same time learning things like teamwork, sharing 

and how to handle winning and losing properly. 

 

 

Reading Specialist/Interventionist-Mrs. Harmon 

Guided Reading is off to a great start! We are all learning together as we begin our new 

adventure with our new reading series. In Kindergarten, we are working on letter identification, 

beginning sounds, and rhyming. We have also started learning to read! We are learning to read and 

recognize high frequency words. Your child should have a word ring in his/her reading bag. Please 

practice these words by having them say the word, spell the word, and then say the word again. 

Your child will also have a story to read. One of the first reading skills is memorizing. It is okay for your 

child to memorize the stories, but it is important to make them slow down and point to each of the 

words as they read.  You will be amazed how quickly your child will read! 
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Kindergarten READING/WRITING-Mrs. Cripps 

Welcome back!  I’m excited to get the new year started.  Hopefully you had lots of good books to read over 

the summer.  As you ease back into the routine of school, don’t forget to read for pleasure!  Remember, 

practice makes perfect!   

I will be working with K-3 reading groups in the morning. In all of my reading groups we are working on the Dolch word 

list to increase our vocabulary.  Increased vocabulary helps in   reading. 

 I will help with first grade Writing.  In our writing class, we have been working on drawing people without stick arms, 

writing sentences with capitals and periods, and being able to read what we have written.      

 The rest of the afternoon I will work with RTI groups and Library.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

me.  Best of luck to a new school year! 

Library – I’m the Librarian this year!  I’m very excited about matching students up with a good book.  First through 

Fourth grade have been checking out lots of books.  Please remind students to protect our books.   

   We also have had several “guest readers” this year.  Our first visitor was Yumeko from Japan.  She was a guest 

of Nikki Carollo.  The students were very interested in hearing about her life in Japan.   

 Our second “guest reader” was Ms. Penny Knifechief.  She visited our library on September 20.    She is 

Cherokee/Choctaw heritage.  She wore a dress that she had made from deer hides many years ago.   She shared a story 

with us entitled “Little Wolf.”  It was an older book that she has read to her grandson’s Kieran and Kailence several 

times. The story told how we are all special in our own way. 

 Our third “guest reader” was Cheri Beaty, grandmother of Trace Beaty in first grade.  She read a Fly Guy book 

and a Little Critter book about a school bully.  The students enjoyed her visit and stories.  Those are always favorites!   

 If you would enjoy being a guest reader, we would love to have you!  If you sent a paper in, I’m still in the 

process of contacting you.   

 

 

Kindergarten ART/SOCIAL SCIENCE-Mrs. Page 

In art, Kindergarten is working on shapes. They will be learning to create them, cut 
them and glue them. This is working on both Math and Art Standards. We are specifically 
working on circle, square, oval, rectangle, triangle, diamond, star and heart. 

In Special Social Studies, we are working on our Studies Weekly Newspapers. We are 
learning about rules, country symbols, holidays and much more. We will also look at Fire 
Safety. In Special Science, we are learning about ladybugs. We are talking about their parts, 
life cycle, and the different types. When we finish we will investigate the weather and all 
things Fall! 
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Kindergarten SPECIAL EDUCATION-Mrs. Wielt 

Wow! I just love my students!!!!!!  It has been a great start to the year!  I am so excited and the kids 

are too.  Let’s work together to keep them motivated. 

We have started using Class Dojo for our reward system and communication. I hope you have joined 

and have had a chance to message with me. I have a separate account as of right now so that you can 

see how your child is behaving in my classroom also.  I have a “layered” approach in my room for 

academic and classroom expectations.  If that sparks your interest… I would be glad to fill you in on 

the details just message me.   

Don’t forget to sign up for parent-teacher conferences. I think most of you have requested your time 

and I will send out your confirmation times soon.  Please call the office for an appointment if you did 

not schedule with me already.  We will have Benchmark scores available at Parent-Teacher-Student 

Conferences.  They are scheduled for October 22nd and 24th. 

Be sure to check your school calendars for all of the upcoming events!   Don’t forget that our website 

has information and resources available for parents and students.  You don’t want your child to miss 

out.   There were a couple of changes in the Handbook this year, so make sure you read through it.  

Be watching for your Annual Review notice.  I will contact you at a later date and set up the exact 

time.  Special Education will set 45 minutes for your conference.  If you feel this is not enough time, 

then please contact me and make other arrangements.   

In closing, thank you for your commitment to your child’s education and I look forward to seeing you 

soon.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.   

Sincerely, 

Julie Wielt 
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                                  EMAIL: gconley@ewinggradeschool.org                         Phone: (618) 629-2181 ext. 105 

  We are off to a wonderful start in first grade!  The students have already made such great progress in 

their learning and with their behavior.  We already have over 2,500 Dojo points as a class! We will have a 

special party at the end of the first nine weeks to celebrate great behavior and work ethic.   
 

  We have a super group of students in first grade this year. We also have three new families and I’d like 

to welcome them here.  We are so glad to have you. I really appreciate the support and hard work at 

home that you give as parents. First grade is such an important year for learning to read, write, and for 

learning the foundation skills of math.  We are working hard here at Ewing Grade School to make sure 

that each individual child has success.   

The first grade students are doing a lot of reading this year.  They are breaking into small 

groups to read aloud and to learn important reading skills and strategies in our new reading series.  We 

also have story time everyday after lunch. Mrs. Cripps has been teaching students to write paying 

attention to detail. It is very exciting to see the progress the children are making already.  We have 

learned what makes a good sentence and we are practicing this in our weekly journal writing and our 

daily writing exercises.   

            Fall is in the air and with fall comes many exciting events in first grade.  Students got to sample 

some apples and we graphed our favorites. We made homemade chunky applesauce in the crockpot.   

Many parents have donated items for our special activities and I really appreciate it!   
 

        In math we have been working hard on addition.  We are using several strategies to help us. We 

have used the number bond method, the counting on method, and the dot method. We will be having a 

pumpkin math and science day in October.  We will weigh, measure, estimate, carve and learn all about 

pumpkins. We will even get to toast some seeds!   
 

     Our Halloween party will be on Thursday, October 31st in the afternoon. The parade will begin at 1:00 

p.m.  You can come and get your child dressed anytime after 12:15 p.m.   I will give more details about 

the party in my weekly newsletter.   

I hope everyone has a nice fall.      
 

 

Reading Specialist/Interventionist-Mrs. Harmon 

Guided Reading is off to a great start! We are all learning together as we begin our new 

adventure with our new reading series. In First Grade, we are focusing on phonemic awareness, 

phonics, and spelling. We are continuing to lay the foundation for fluent readers. To improve our 

writing skills, we are using the say it, spell it, say it method on our word rings this year. Everyone is doing 

great at learning their words each week.    

mailto:gconley@ewinggradeschool.org
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First Grade Music-Mrs. Milligan 

General Music Classes are currently preparing for their Veteran’s Day Celebration which will be 

November 8 at 2:00pm. Students are encouraged to wear red, white, and blue! Students have been 

focusing on their grade level standards such as identifying half notes and half rests and clapping the 

steady beat to music whether it is fast or slow.   

 

First Grade SPECIAL EDUCATION-Mrs. Wielt 
Wow! I just love my students!!!!!!  It has been a great start to the year!  I am so excited and the kids are too.  

Let’s work together to keep them motivated. 

We have started using Class Dojo for our reward system and communication. I hope you have joined and have 

had a chance to message with me. I have a separate account as of right now so that you can see how your child 

is behaving in my classroom also.  I have a “layered” approach in my room for academic and classroom 

expectations.  If that sparks your interest… I would be glad to fill you in on the details just message me.    

Don’t forget to sign up for parent-teacher conferences. I think most of you have requested your time and I will 

send out your confirmation times soon.  Please call the office for an appointment if you did not schedule with 

me already.  We will have Benchmark scores available at Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences.  They are 

scheduled for October 22nd and 24th. 

Be sure to check your school calendars for all of the upcoming events!   Don’t forget that our website has 

information and resources available for parents and students.  You don’t want your child to miss out.   There 

were a couple of changes in the Handbook this year, so make sure you read through it.  

Be watching for your Annual Review notice.  I will contact you at a later date and set up the exact time.  Special 

Education will set 45 minutes for your conference.  If you feel this is not enough time, then please contact me 

and make other arrangements.   

In closing, thank you for your commitment to your child’s education and I look forward to seeing you soon.   If 

you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.   

Sincerely, 

Julie Wielt 

First Grade COMPUTERS-Mrs. Hart 

Students will be using the Common Core Curriculum – Starfall working on Math and Reading activities on the computer. 

Students will continue to practice how to log on and off the computer and mouse skills.   They will also use - Tumble 

Books to listen to wonderful stories being read to them with using headphones.  
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First Grade PE-Mr. Fauver     
The Kindergarten and 1st graders have spent the early part of the school year learning some of the basic rules 

of conduct and play for physical education class. I’ve also begun to introduce some beginning games that will 

keep everyone active and moving. We’ve played various forms of tag such as Crawl Under Tag, Toilet Tag, 

Color Tag and Animal Tag. We’ve also played other games with the giant parachute, and games like Simon 

Says, Red Light/ Green Light, and various relay races. I continually introduce new games to ensure that your 

children will be getting plenty of exercise and at the same time learning things like teamwork, sharing and how 

to handle winning and losing properly. 

 
 

                                                First Grade ART/SCIENCE-Mrs. Page    

Art- In art, we have worked on self-portraits, worked with oil pastels, and explored color. We are going 
to start learning about the color wheel and mixing colors. Look for some awesome paintings to come 
your way. 
 
Social Studies-Thanks to all the families who visited during our community project. We are going to 
finish up communities and move on to maps. The students will work on directions and locating items 
on a map.  
 
Special Science-We are learning about animals. We are looking at how they are like their parents, 
how the camouflage themselves, what they eat and where they live. My favorite activity is our moth 
camouflaging. I will be sure to post dojo photos! 

 

 

First Grade READING/WRITING-Mrs. Cripps 

Welcome back!  I’m excited to get the new year started.  Hopefully you had lots of good books to read over 

the summer.  As you ease back into the routine of school, don’t forget to read for pleasure!  Remember, 

practice makes perfect!   

I will be working with K-3 reading groups in the morning. In all of my reading groups we are working on 

the Dolch word list to increase our vocabulary.  Increased vocabulary helps in   reading. 

 I will help with first grade Writing.  In our writing class, we have been working on drawing people without 

stick arms, writing sentences with capitals and periods, and being able to read what we have written.      

 The rest of the afternoon I will work with RTI groups and Library.  If you have any questions, please feel free 

to contact me.  Best of luck to a new school year! 

Library – I’m the Librarian this year!  I’m very excited about matching students up with a good book.  First 

through Fourth grade have been checking out lots of books.  Please remind students to protect our books.   
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   We also have had several “guest readers” this year.  Our first visitor was Yumeko from Japan.  She was 

a guest of Nikki Carollo.  The students were very interested in hearing about her life in Japan.   

 Our second “guest reader” was Ms. Penny Knifechief.  She visited our library on September 20.    She is 

Cherokee/Choctaw heritage.  She wore a dress that she had made from deer hides many years ago.   She 

shared a story with us entitled “Little Wolf.”  It was an older book that she has read to her grandson’s Kieran 

and Kailence several times. The story told how we are all special in our own way. 

 Our third “guest reader” was Cheri Beaty, grandmother of Trace Beaty in first grade.  She read a Fly 

Guy book and a Little Critter book about a school bully.  The students enjoyed her visit and stories.  Those are 

always favorites!   

 If you would enjoy being a guest reader, we would love to have you!  If you sent a paper in, I’m still in 

the process of contacting you.   

 

 
Email: bsauerhage@ewinggradeschool.org          Phone(618)629-2181 Ext.115 

Second Grade is so exciting!  The kids and I are having a great time getting comfortable in 2nd 

Grade!  

 

In math, we will be working with addition and subtraction, money, and telling time, throughout the 

months of October and November.  

 

For our whole group reading, we will be starting Unit 2 in our Wonders curriculum. The kids and I are really enjoying our 

new stories and learning some great information about being a good friend!  

 

In Science, we are working on plants and animals. Mrs. Page has some great things happening in her room with 

this!   

 

We will have a unit on Thanksgiving in November.  We will study Thanksgiving, Pilgrims, Native 

Americans, and traditions.  If you have any traditional crafts or artifacts that you would like to share, 

please contact me. 

 

We have started writing words in cursive!! Can you believe it!! Before you know it we will be doing everything in 

cursive! I’m hoping by December we will be almost there!  

 

 

Parent Teacher Conferences are October 22rd and October 24th. If you have not signed up, please email or call 

the office to sign up. I have also added some extra times throughout the week!  

 

The Halloween Party will take place on October 31st.  Please send your child’s costume in a bag or bring it 

to the school at noon.  We will start dressing up at 12:30. The parade will start at 1:00 and we will party 

immediately afterwards.  

 

Have a wonderful fall and a Happy Thanksgiving!  

mailto:bsauerhage@ewinggradeschool.org
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Reading Specialist/Interventionist-Mrs. Harmon 

Guided Reading is off to a great start! We are all learning together as we begin our new 

adventure with our new reading series. In Second Grade, we are focusing on fluency, vocabulary, 

comprehension, and word work. With word work, we are building words and learning about word 

structure. It is so important to read! Find books that interest your child and encourage them to read. 

This will increase their reading fluency! 

 Second Grade COMPUTERS-Mrs. Hart 

Students have their own personal log in this school year. They will use this log in to get on and off any computer in the 

school. Students will be using the Common Core Curriculum – Starfall working on Math activities on the computer. They 

will also use - Tumble Books to listen to wonderful stories being read to them with using headphones. Students will be 

creating Power points on different subjects to practice their computer skills. 

 

Second Grade SPECIAL EDUCATION-Mrs. Wielt 
Wow! I just love my students!!!!!!  It has been a great start to the year!  I am so excited and the kids are too.  

Let’s work together to keep them motivated. 

We have started using Class Dojo for our reward system and communication. I hope you have joined and have 

had a chance to message with me. I have a separate account as of right now so that you can see how your child 

is behaving in my classroom also.  I have a “layered” approach in my room for academic and classroom 

expectations.  If that sparks your interest… I would be glad to fill you in on the details just message me.    

Don’t forget to sign up for parent-teacher conferences. I think most of you have requested your time and I will  

send out your confirmation times soon.  Please call the office for an appointment if you did not schedule with 

me already.  We will have Benchmark scores available at Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences.  They are 

scheduled for October 22nd and 24th. 

Be sure to check your school calendars for all of the upcoming events!   Don’t forget that our website has 

information and resources available for parents and students.  You don’t want your child to miss out.   There 

were a couple of changes in the Handbook this year, so make sure you read through it.  

Be watching for your Annual Review notice.  I will contact you at a later date and set up the exact time.  Special 

Education will set 45 minutes for your conference.  If you feel this is not enough time, then please contact me 

and make other arrangements.   

In closing, thank you for your commitment to your child’s education and I look forward to seeing you soon.   If 

you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.   
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Second Grade PE-Mr. Fauver     
We do daily stretching and exercise prior to our main activity or game. I try to play games that require lots of 

movement and where everyone is involved and active. We have played lots of non-traditional games such as 

Braveheart, Capture the Flag Dodgeball, and Blob Tag. Currently I’ve been teaching the kids the traditional 

game of Four Square, which they seem to be enjoying. This spring we will once again administer the 

mandatory state fitness test for grades 3 -8. These Fitness tests measure strength, aerobic endurance and 

flexibility .  

Second Grade MUSIC-Mrs. Milligan      

General Music Classes are currently preparing for their Veteran’s Day Celebration which will be 

November 8 at 2:00pm. Students are encouraged to wear red, white, and blue! Students have been 

focusing on their grade level standards such as identifying whole notes and whole rests and identifying 

bar lines and measures in music. 

                                                 Second Grade ART/SCIENCE-Mrs. Page   

Art- Part of second grade art curriculam is learning to explore their own interest and use 
materials appropriately. We will be painting rocks per the student request. Stay tuned to dojo 
for more information. We will also make some bead art and paintings.  
 
Special Social Studies-Second grade is in the middle of a water animal inquiry project. We 
voted on a topic to learn about. Set up research groups and information to discover, and are 
now researching. They will then decide how to share out the information.  
 
Special Science-We are in the middle of learning about animals using our Mystery Science 
Program. We have learned all about frogs and their sounds. We will discuss birds next. After 
animals we will look at plant adaptations! 

Second Grade READING/WRITING-Mrs. Cripps 

Welcome back!  I’m excited to get the new year started.  Hopefully you had lots of good books to read over 

the summer.  As you ease back into the routine of school, don’t forget to read for pleasure!  Remember, 

practice makes perfect!   

I will be working with K-3 reading groups in the morning. In all of my reading groups we are working on the 

Dolch word list to increase our vocabulary.  Increased vocabulary helps in   reading. 
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 I will help with first grade Writing.  In our writing class, we have been working on drawing people without 

stick arms, writing sentences with capitals and periods, and being able to read what we have written.      

 The rest of the afternoon I will work with RTI groups and Library.  If you have any questions, please feel free 

to contact me.  Best of luck to a new school year! 

Library – I’m the Librarian this year!  I’m very excited about matching students up with a good book.  First 

through Fourth grade have been checking out lots of books.  Please remind students to protect our books.   

   We also have had several “guest readers” this year.  Our first visitor was Yumeko from Japan.  She was 

a guest of Nikki Carollo.  The students were very interested in hearing about her life in Japan.   

 Our second “guest reader” was Ms. Penny Knifechief.  She visited our library on September 20.    She is 

Cherokee/Choctaw heritage.  She wore a dress that she had made from deer hides many years ago.   She 

shared a story with us entitled “Little Wolf.”  It was an older book that she has read to her grandson’s Kieran 

and Kailence several times. The story told how we are all special in our own way. 

 Our third “guest reader” was Cheri Beaty, grandmother of Trace Beaty in first grade.  She read a Fly 

Guy book and a Little Critter book about a school bully.  The students enjoyed her visit and stories.  Those are 

always favorites!   

 If you would enjoy being a guest reader, we would love to have you!  If you sent a paper in, I’m still in 

the process of contacting you.   

 

 

 

 



 

25 

  
   Email: aminor@ewinggradeschool.org                            Phone: (618) 629-2181 Ext. 107 

We are off go a great start in third grade!  We have been practicing routines and procedures to help our class time 

run smoothly.  I am enjoying getting to know your children and I am looking forward to a great year.  If you ever 

have any questions, feel free to email me at aminor@ewinggradeschool.org or send me a message through Class 

Dojo. 

Spelling-Students will be given a spelling list each week.  We will practice the words in class each week and discuss 

the spelling pattern. Students will be responsible for practicing the words during the week.  The Spelling tests will 

always be on Friday.   

Reading- On Monday and Tuesday students will bring home a book to read that is at their reading level.  Please 

make sure to return these books the next day.  On Thursday night, students will get to read a book of their choice 

for 20 minutes.  These books can be checked out from the library or borrowed from my classroom.  I will allow time 

in class for students to take AR quizzes over the books they read.  They get a prize for every 5 points they earn 

on AR.   

Math-There will be a math homework assignment every night except for Wednesday and Friday.  If time allows, I 

will give them some time in class to work on their homework.    

Science/Social Studies-Occasionally, I will send home a study guide in preparation for a test.   

Parent Teacher Conferences-Parent Teacher Conferences will be on October 22 and October 24, 3:30-7:00.  Since I have a 

large class, I will be adding some extra time slots in on those dates in order to fit everyone in.   I am also considering meeting 

with parents on Wednesday, October 23 from 3:30-5:30.  I will contact each one of you to make sure your conference time 

works for you or to see if you need to reschedule.  Also, if you do not have a time set to meet with me, I will contact you to set 

up a time.   

Class Dojo-I hope you are enjoying the Class Dojo App.  I know we have had some trouble getting things all set, 

but I think we are good to go now.  I still have a few parents that have not joined our class on this app.  Please 

consider joining our class on Class Dojo, as I do send home a lot of reminders and pictures of our activities.   I also 

want you to see when your child receives or loses points for their behavior. Please remember to check your child’s 

positive and negative points and have a discussion about why they earned or lost points.  This will help reinforce 

positive behavior in the classroom.  Message me anytime on Class Dojo.  I check it all the time no matter where I 

am! 

Upcoming Events-  

October 2-Early dismissal, 2:00 

October 4-11:30 Dismissal, BCHS Homecoming Parade 

October 14-No School, Columbus Day 

October 15-No School, Fall break 

October 22-Parent Teacher Conferences 

October 24-Parent Teacher Conferences 

October 30- Picture retakes and sports pictures 

October 31-Halloween Parade 1:00-Classroom parties 

November 6-Early Dismissal 2:00 

November 8-Veteran’s Day Celebration 2:00 

November 11-No School, Veteran’s Day  

November 26-Early Dismissal, Holiday 2:30 (yes, 2:30) 

November 27-29-Thanksgiving Break 

mailto:aminor@ewinggradeschool.org
mailto:aminor@ewinggradeschool.org
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Third Grade PE-Mr. Fauver     

We do daily stretching and exercise prior to our main activity or game. I try to play games that require lots of 

movement and where everyone is involved and active. We have played lots of non-traditional games such as 

Braveheart, Capture the Flag Dodgeball, and Blob Tag. Currently I’ve been teaching the kids the traditional 

game of Four Square, which they seem to be enjoying. This spring we will once again administer the 

mandatory state fitness test for grades 3 -8. These Fitness tests measure strength, aerobic endurance and 

flexibility .  

Reading Specialist/Interventionist-Mrs. Harmon 

Guided Reading is off to a great start! We are all learning together as we begin our new 

adventure with our new reading series. In Third Grade, we are working on building fluency and 

improving comprehension skills. Some skills we have been focusing on are questioning, summarizing, 

visualizing, and doing some comparing and contrasting of fiction and nonfiction text. Everyone has 

been working on improving their writing skills by using the say it, spell it, say it method on our word 

rings this year. Learning to write these high frequency words will help increase our fluency and 

improve our writing. 

                                         Third Grade ART/SCIENCE-Mrs. Page 

Art- In art, third grade is tying into their other curriculum to express their knowledge. We have looked 
at types of communities from our Social Studies learning and will move on to some cultural things to 
tie in with reading. They have requested to make Dream Catchers.  
 
In special Social Studies, the students are learning to identify types of communities. Then we will 
move on to a group inquiry project centered around solving a community problem. In special science, 
we learning about force and cause  and effect reactions. 

Third Grade COMPUTERS-Mrs. Hart 

Students will be using Typingweb to practice their typing skills. They can log in at home and practice by going to 

https://www.typing.com/student/login.   Typing web is a great program that tracks students typing WPM and Accuracy 

in real time.  Typing is a lifelong skill that will take your child through high school, college and into the workforce. 

Students will also be creating Power points on different subjects to practice their computer skills  

 

 

Third Grade MUSIC-Mrs. Milligan      

General Music Classes are currently preparing for their Veteran’s Day Celebration which will be November 8 

at 2:00pm. Students are encouraged to wear red, white, and blue! Students have been focusing on their grade 

level standards such as identifying eighth notes and eighth rests, recognizing music in 4/4 time signature, and 

demonstrating while performing adagio /allegro tempos. 

 

https://www.typing.com/student/login
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Third Grade READING/WRITING-Mrs. Cripps 

Welcome back!  I’m excited to get the new year started.  Hopefully you had lots of good books to read over the summer.  

As you ease back into the routine of school, don’t forget to read for pleasure!  Remember, practice makes perfect!   

I will be working with K-3 reading groups in the morning. In all of my reading groups we are working on the 

Dolch word list to increase our vocabulary.  Increased vocabulary helps in reading. 

 I will help with first grade Writing.  In our writing class, we have been working on drawing people without stick 

arms, writing sentences with capitals and periods, and being able to read what we have written.      

 The rest of the afternoon I will work with RTI groups and Library.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 

contact me.  Best of luck to a new school year! 

Library – I’m the Librarian this year!  I’m very excited about matching students up with a good book.  First through 

Fourth grade have been checking out lots of books.  Please remind students to protect our books.   

   We also have had several “guest readers” this year.  Our first visitor was Yumeko from Japan.  She was a guest 

of Nikki Carollo.  The students were very interested in hearing about her life in Japan.   

 Our second “guest reader” was Ms. Penny Knifechief.  She visited our library on September 20.    She is 

Cherokee/Choctaw heritage.  She wore a dress that she had made from deer hides many years ago.   She shared a story 

with us entitled “Little Wolf.”  It was an older book that she has read to her grandson’s Kieran and Kailence several 

times. The story told how we are all special in our own way. 

 Our third “guest reader” was Cheri Beaty, grandmother of Trace Beaty in first grade.  She read a Fly Guy book 

and a Little Critter book about a school bully.  The students enjoyed her visit and stories.  Those are always favorites!   

 If you would enjoy being a guest reader, we would love to have you!  If you sent a paper in, I’m still in the 

process of contacting you.   

Third Grade SPECIAL EDUCATION-Mrs. Wielt 

Wow! I just love my students!!!!!!  It has been a great start to the year!  I am so excited and the kids are too.  

Let’s work together to keep them motivated. 

We have started using Class Dojo for our reward system and communication. I hope you have joined 

and have had a chance to message with me. I have a separate account as of right now so that you can see how 

your child is behaving in my classroom also.  I have a “layered” approach in my room for academic and 

classroom expectations.  If that sparks your interest… I would be glad to fill you in on the details just message 

me.   

Don’t forget to sign up for parent-teacher conferences. I think most of you have requested your time and 

I will send out your confirmation times soon.  Please call the office for an appointment if you did not schedule 

with me already.  We will have Benchmark scores available at Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences.  They are 

scheduled for October 22nd and 24th. 

Be sure to check your school calendars for all of the upcoming events!   Don’t forget that our website has 

information and resources available for parents and students.  You don’t want your child to miss out.   There 

were a couple of changes in the Handbook this year, so make sure you read through it.  

Be watching for your Annual Review notice.  I will contact you at a later date and set up the exact time.  Special 

Education will set 45 minutes for your conference.  If you feel this is not enough time, then please contact me 

and make other arrangements.   

In closing, thank you for your commitment to your child’s education and I look forward to seeing you soon.   If 

you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.   
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    (618) 629-2181: ext. 108                Email:swilson@ewinggradeschool.org 

Wow! I cannot believe that it is already October! This school year has flown by so far. I enjoyed 

seeing everyone at Open House. I am so glad you were able to visit our school and classroom! The 

students and I enjoyed celebrating Johnny Appleseed Day, so I am excited to see what October 

and November brings us.  

In math, we are going to be having our test on the place value module. We will definitely review and 

I will send a study guide home before the test. I have been using other resources than what I normally 

do to teach place value, and I feel that the students have understood it better than what I have 

seen in the past. The next topic that we will be tackling is multi-digit multiplication and division. There 

are great resources online to use for math help. I just found a resource called Splash Math. The 

students can play math games on Splash Math and I have assigned them games of concepts they 

have already learned in class. Please keep practicing basic addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 

division facts. It is very important for students to be fluent in their facts.  

In reading, we have jumped into our new reading series. We began with an expository text with the 

essential question: “How do people respond to natural disasters?” We focused on compare and 

contrast. We are currently on a realistic fiction story with the essential question: “How do your actions 

affect other?” I feel like this is a great study for our class. I hope the students can relate to it. We are 

focusing on problem and solution. When we finish realistic fiction, we will be looking at and using an 

argumentative text with the essential question: “How can starting a business help others?” We will 

focus on main idea and details.  I really love the reading series and I feel like the kids are really 

interested in the stories we have looked at thus far. This series contains so many activities and tasks 

that it is hard to choose from, so I am still working through learning everything to make it work the best 

for us.  Guided reading seems to be going well. I know the students are really liking their journal 

writing they do every day with a specific topic and question to respond to. I really like giving the 

students a chance to free write about something that interests then, and then conferencing with the 

students to make corrections. Please still encourage your child to read out loud to you some to 

practice fluency. 

In science, we will be working in a chapter on plants and animals. We will be having a test once we 

finish up that chapter. Students will also be dissecting owl pellets. They are pretty excited about it, 

and so am I! The next chapter we will begin will on ecosystems. Mrs. Page has been tying in activities 

in special science to go along with what they are learning in my science class. The students 

absolutely loved the bottle flipping experiment, and I have to admit, I did too! The students were able 

to go through the process of the scientific method. They had to create a hypothesis, conduct trials 

(20 flips per bottle out of four each day), and write conclusions. We even touched on fractions and 

percentages as results. 

In social studies, we will begin to learn about Illinois in the past. I am going to use the Illinois Studies 

Weekly newspaper. There are 28 weeks of newspaper and it teaches us about Illinois from the very 

mailto:swilson@ewinggradeschool.org
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beginning to where we are now. I am very excited about using these newspapers and learning 

about where we live.  

In language, we have been working on sentences. The students have learned the types of 

sentences, subject, predicates, compound sentences, and punctuation. The students will be working 

on run-on sentences and correcting them as well as sentence fragments. 

In spelling, our words have been focused on short vowels and long vowel sounds including long a 

and long e. We are currently on long i and will work on long o in the coming weeks.   

The kids are doing an awesome job with their biographies! I haven’t heard any complaints out of 

them so I take it that they are really enjoying them. I love it when they come up to me and express 

facts that they have learned within their biographies! Please keep in mind that students only have 

one chance to take the AR test. I allow them to use their biography to help them and work on the skill 

of locating the answer in the book, similar to finding text evidence. Each AR test is worth 10 points 

because there are 10 questions. Also, students complete a biography form to go along with what 

they have read. Each form is worth 6 points and is for a social studies grade. It is just a small 

questionnaire about what type of book they read, the title of the book, two interesting facts, and if 

they would recommend this biography to a friend. 

I am very lucky this year to have Chromebooks for every student in my class. We are able to do so 

much with them. The resources the students have at their fingertips are amazing! 

The students have data folders and they have been keeping track of their Dojo Points, AR Points, 

addition and subtraction fluency practice, and biographies. They also recorded their score from 

iReady testing in August and made goals for themselves for the December test. I love that the 

students are able to see where they are at and what goals they can set for themselves to reach! 

I had many people donate to our classroom for me to be able to purchase every student a book 

monthly through Scholastic. I hope the students realize how important that is and how grateful these 

people have been to us to support the importance of reading! I cannot thank those sponsors enough 

for what they have done for my class this year. 

In October, we will begin the Book-It program. The Book-It program is through Pizza Hut. I set a 

monthly goal for the students to reach in order to receive a pizza certificate for a free personal pan 

pizza.  

We are still working on following directions in class, both orally and written. The kids are getting better, 

but we still need some work. I am really pushing responsibility in 4th grade to help prepare them when 

they go to 5th grade. My goal is to ease the stress and worry of the upper grades by the time May rolls 

around. Please help me out in encouraging the kids to do things on their own and being responsible. 

It will help out so much in the long run! 

Parent teacher conferences are Tuesday, October 22nd and Thursday, October 24th. I will send out 

reminders closer to this time with the day and time you signed up for. If you haven’t signed up for 

one, please let me know and I will tell you the times I have available. I would love to meet with every 

single one of you! 
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As most of your already know, I send out a weekly Newsflash every Friday on pink paper. I try to 

attach the menu when I have one. Please, please, please try to take time to read the Newsflash. I try 

to inform you of everything going on in our classroom and within our school building. Thank you to 

those of you who already read it weekly! I also really like having Class Dojo. It seems like an easy 

communication tool between us, but I am not ready to give up my Newsflash just yet.  I love being 

able to share pictures and videos with you about what we are doing in the classroom! 

The Halloween party is Thursday, October 31st in the afternoon. The parade starts at 1:00 pm with the 

party following it. Fourth graders are still allowed to dress up; in fact, it is the last year for them to dress 

up unless they are in band in the upper grades. Students may bring their costumes with them to 

school. If you need to bring your child’s costume, you may bring it after 12 p.m. My party parents are: 

Emily Skibo (dessert), Melinda Squires (drinks), and Ginnie Mefford (games/craft.) Thank you for 

volunteering!! 

I hope you all have a wonderful Halloween and a happy Thanksgiving!!  

Mrs. Wilson 

(618) 629-2181: ext. 108 

swilson@ewinggradeschool.org 

 

Fourth Grade PE-Mr. Fauver 
We do daily stretching and exercise prior to our main activity or game. I try to play games that require lots of movement 

and where everyone is involved and active. We have played lots of non-traditional games such as Braveheart, Capture 

the Flag Dodgeball, and Blob Tag. Currently I’ve been teaching the kids the traditional game of Four Square, which they 

seem to be enjoying. This spring we will once again administer the mandatory state fitness test for grades 3 -8. These 

Fitness tests measure strength, aerobic endurance and flexibility .  

Reading Specialist/Interventionist-Mrs. Harmon 
Guided Reading is off to a great start! We are all learning together as we begin our new 

adventure with our new reading series. In Fourth Grade, we are working on comprehension skills, 

increasing vocabulary, and writing in our journals daily. We have focused on the comprehension skill 

of comparing and contrasting text. We have been using a work of fiction and a work of nonfiction to 

compare and contrast the text. Vocabulary has focused on multiple meaning of words. We are 

enjoying reading for fluency and learning to have deep conversations about our stories.  

                          `      Fourth Grade ART/SCIENCE-Mrs. Page 

In art, fourth grade is applying their learning from our reading curriculum. We have looked and 
regions and landmarks. Also, natural disasters. We have created posters to show our 
knowledge. 
 

In special science, we are learning about different types of energy and how to use them through 

our Mystery Science Program. In Special Social Studies we are exploring the history of Illinois!  
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Fourth Grade COMPUTERS-Mrs. Hart 

Students will continue using Typingweb to practice their typing skills. They can log in at home and practice by going to 

https://www.typing.com/student/login. Typing web is a great program that tracks students typing WPM and Accuracy in 

real time.  Typing is a lifelong skill that will take your child through high school, college and into the workforce. Students 

will also be creating Power points on different subjects to practice their computer skills.  

Fourth Grade MUSIC-Mrs. Milligan      

General Music Classes are currently preparing for their Veteran’s Day Celebration which will be November 8 

at 2:00pm. Students are encouraged to wear red, white, and blue! Students have been focusing on their grade 

level standards such as matching pitch up to d2, singing do to do’ using solfeggio hand signs, and performing 

independently a steady beat that can be slow and fast. Beginning Band is off to a great start! Please be 

encouraging your children to practice!! 

Fourth Grade SPECIAL EDUCATION-Mrs. Wielt 

Wow! I just love my students!!!!!!  It has been a great start to the year!  I am so excited and the kids 

are too.  Let’s work together to keep them motivated. 

We have started using Class Dojo for our reward system and communication. I hope you have joined 

and have had a chance to message with me. I have a separate account as of right now so that you can 

see how your child is behaving in my classroom also.  I have a “layered” approach in my room for 

academic and classroom expectations.  If that sparks your interest… I would be glad to fill you in on 

the details just message me.   

Don’t forget to sign up for parent-teacher conferences. I think most of you have requested your time 

and I will send out your confirmation times soon.  Please call the office for an appointment if you did 

not schedule with me already.  We will have Benchmark scores available at Parent-Teacher-Student 

Conferences.  They are scheduled for October 22nd and 24th. 

Be sure to check your school calendars for all of the upcoming events!   Don’t forget that our website 

has information and resources available for parents and students.  You don’t want your child to miss 

out.   There were a couple of changes in the Handbook this year, so make sure you read through it.  

Be watching for your Annual Review notice.  I will contact you at a later date and set up the exact 

time.  Special Education will set 45 minutes for your conference.  If you feel this is not enough time, 

then please contact me and make other arrangements.   

In closing, thank you for your commitment to your child’s education and I look forward to seeing you 

soon.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.   

Sincerely, 

Julie Wielt 

 

https://www.typing.com/student/login
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Email: mhampton@ewinggradeschool.org   Phone: (618) 629-2181 Ext. 114 

Now that we have been in school for about a month and a half, hopefully your child has gotten back into 

the routine of school.  However, it can be tough for some kids to get back into the school routine.  It can be 

especially stressful when school is difficult and learning is tough.  Kids with learning disabilities can experience 

anxiety and stress at the thought of school.  The idea of nightly homework, class presentations, and tests can 

be overwhelming.   It is important for family and teachers to help their children and work together as team.     

 Don’t underestimate your child’s stress about school.  Talk to them and let them know that you will be 

there to help them through the year.  Express to them that if they need help, they need ask a teacher for 

assistance. Discuss ways they can deal with school concerns like bullying for example.  Let them know that it’s 

ok to have fears and concerns and help them create a plan to deal with those problems.  Encouragement helps 

bolster confidence and brings comfort.   

 Organization can be a challenge for many children, yet is the key ingredient for school success.  

Monitor your child’s accordion binder, here and there, to ensure it is organized.  If you see any concerns with 

your child’s organization, please contact me.  I will be more than happy to help.  Also, check the agenda book 

nightly for notes and to keep well-informed of assignments and other happenings. 

 

 

 

What Parents Can Do 

AGENDA BOOK.  The agenda book is the first step toward keeping track of assignments, test, and 
project due dates. There is too much going on in middle school to keep it all in your head!  An agenda 
works only if it's used every day and filled out after each class. Too many kids want to wait until the 
end of the day during study hall and try to fill out the agenda book at that time.  It saves time and 
works best if they fill it out at the end of each class.  Discuss the importance of using the agenda, and 
check it each evening. Do not let your child get away with filling it out at home.  Also, an agenda book 
is a great way to communicate with your child’s teachers.   

TAKE TWO -- two minutes, that is, to organize papers every day. As your child begins homework 
each evening, have him take the first two minutes to clean papers out of his bag and organize them 
into the subject folders. This simple habit helps students transition into doing homework.  It helps to 
have a homework folder within the binder as well.   

ESTABLISH A HOME PAPER STATION. When folders get full, students need to clean them out. But 
they should hold onto returned notes and assignments; these become valuable study guides. 

AVOID MORNING MAYHEM. Have your child pack his/her bag every night, using his planner to 
verify that nothing is left out.                                                      http://www.additudemag.com/adhd/article/10215.html 

 

mailto:mhampton@ewinggradeschool.org
http://www.additudemag.com/adhd/article/9879.html
http://www.additudemag.com/adhd/article/9879.html
http://www.additudemag.com/adhd/article/2536.html
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Middle School RTI 

 

 

 

What is Response to Intervention (RTI)? 
Response to Intervention (RTI) is a multi-tier approach to the early identification and support of 

students with learning and behavioral needs.  The two areas of focus are in math and reading.  The 

RTI process begins with high-quality instruction and universal screening of all children in the general 

education classrooms (tier 1).  Students who struggle with tier 1 instruction based on data will be 

provided interventions at increasing levels of intensity (tier 2) to accelerate their rate of learning 

based on their specific needs.  These services may be provided by a variety of personnel.  Middle 

school RTI team of teachers include: Mrs. Hampton, Mrs. Milligan, Mr. Fauver, Mrs. Hart, Mrs. Carlton, 

and Mrs. Watkins.  Students’ progress is closely monitored to assess both learning rate and level of 

performance.   

This year at EGS, all students are receiving extra support at their individual level in both reading and 

math.  Every student receives an extra 30 minutes daily, every other week, in either reading or math.  

Students’ progress is closely monitored to assess both learning rate and level of performance.   

For RTI implementation to work well, the following essential components must be implemented with 

fidelity and in a rigorous manner:  

 High-quality, scientifically based classroom instruction. All students receive high-quality, 

research-based instruction in the general education classroom. 

 Ongoing student assessment. Universal screening and progress monitoring provide information 

about a student’s learning rate and level of achievement, both individually and in comparison with 

the peer group. These data are then used when determining which students need closer 

monitoring or intervention. Throughout the RTI process, student progress is monitored frequently to 

examine student achievement and gauge the effectiveness of the curriculum. Decisions made 

regarding students’ instructional needs are based on multiple data points taken in context over 

time. 

 Tiered instruction. A multi-tier approach is used to efficiently differentiate instruction for all 

students. The model incorporates increasing intensities of instruction offering specific, research-

based interventions matched to student needs. 

 Parent involvement. Schools implementing RTI provide parents information about their child’s 

progress, the instruction and interventions used, the staff who are delivering the instruction, and the 

academic or behavioral goals for their child. 
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RTI Implication Myths 

 

 

 

 

 Myth # 1: The outcome and intent of RTI is identification, and therefore special 

education remains its own entity that "occurs" subsequent to "trying RTI." 

 Myth # 2: Tier 3 (or the last tier in a tiered model) is only special education. 

 Myth # 3: The major focus of RTI should be identifying students with Specific Learning 

Disabilities (LD). RTI can be used to “get rid of” those students who are not really LD, 

but who were simply not achieving for other reasons. 
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  Email: mwatkins@ewinggradeschool.org               Phone: (618) 629-2181 Ext. 109 

   

Can you believe we have already reached midterm of the first quarter?  Fifth graders are beginning to realize the 

responsibilities that are necessary for success in the upper grades.  Sometimes learning is best achieved through 

first hand experiences.  Many have figured out the importance of writing down all assignments in detail to avoid 

late grades and missing assignments, while others are still trying to figure this out. They have all done a 

tremendous job in transitioning into middle school, though. Class Dojo has been a wonderful transition for our 

discipline, academics, and PBIS rewards. Communication between home and school has never been so 

effective. We are loving it!  

We have our first class party coming up Thursday, October 31st. It will begin at 2:15 p.m. As of right 

now, the parents who have signed up to help are: Jordan Montgomery, Nikki Carollo, Leslie Prior, and Amy 

Minor.   I will send a reminder out as time gets closer as to what you have signed up to bring/send. Thanks for 

your donation, whether it be time, purchases, or both. I greatly appreciate the parents of my students and the 

relationship required for us to help the kids be successful!  

 

      Upcoming Events: 

      October 2…..2:00 Dismissal 

October 4…….11:30 Dismissal 

      October 14-15 …No school! (Fall Break) 

October 22/24th …P/T student conferences 

      October 31st Halloween Parade…1:00 p.m. 

      November 8th Veterans Day Celebration 

      November 11th Veterans Day …No school! 

      November 27-29 Thanksgiving Break 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mwatkins@ewinggradeschool.org
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5th-8th Grade Reading-Mrs. Watkins 

Along with a new school year comes many changes; one of those being a new approach to Reading 

skills/concepts. We have adopted a new reading curriculum. Fifth and sixth grade will be studying using the 

Wonders curriculum, while seventh and eighth grade will be using StudySync. Along with these new 

curriculums, I will still teach units of study and pull from the Engage New York curriculum to ensure the 

Reading standards are being taught and mastered at each grade level. We will be reading from a variety of texts 

during our study of reading concepts and skills, including online components, hardback readers, leveled readers, 

excerpts, and novels.  

 

Reading IXL—All 5th – 8th Grade students will be working on IXLs this year for me. The ones assigned as in-

class assignments are not to be worked on outside of school. I have access to time stamps that allow me to see 

when students are working on the assignments, duration of the work, and the accuracy of the questions. If they 

are in-class assignments, I am using those as assessment pieces. This allows me to see who I need to provide 

more instruction to, when we are ready to move on to a new concept, and if I need to reteach any sections of the 

concepts/skills. Please keep in mind, some IXLs will be homework periodically. When your child asks for help, 

please only guide them into their thinking, rather than giving answers. Remember, we all learn best through 

mistakes we make. Let the mistakes happen, encourage reading the explanation as to why the question was 

missed, and let them continue on. I am alerted when a student is struggling and will be able to identify those 

who need to come in for individualized or small group lessons on the concept they are working on. If you notice 

your child is having issues before I address it, please contact me and let me know. The goal is to excel in the 

area, not become so frustrated they want to quit or give up. When frustration level is beginning to settle in, I 

want to be able to intervene and reteach, alleviating the stress and frustration. Communication from the student 

is an essential part to their success.  

Scholastic---We are doing monthly Book Talks. This allows students to see the books offered to them through 

the flyers and find authors, stories, and book series that they might find interest in. We had donations last year 

and this year to our Scholastic account so at this point, each 5th-8th grade student is able to purchase a certain 

value of books or apply an amount to purchase a more expensive book. I look forward to the Book Talks and 

the interest that is developing in some of my non-readers. Students who come and ask for money to purchase 

books will be allowed to purchase with the donated money up to a certain amount. I will announce to students 

when our donations have been depleted. I am impressed by the students’ responses this first month and look 

forward to the upcoming months. I tell my students all the time, “READING is Brain Food!”  

5th Grade Reading-Mrs. Watkins 
There is a lot to squeeze in, in the upcoming weeks. I will be looking at how to best provide my students with 

the quality of literature and informational texts that will be most conducive to their learning. A unit on Point of 

View is one of our focuses. The kids will be identifying all types and will be able to explain why it must be 1st 

person, 2nd person, 3rd person (omniscient, limited, objective).  In combination with the POV unit, we will be 

working in the Wonders Reading curriculum. There will be a great deal of reading in class and you might not 

see as much coming home yet. Part of this is due to our new schedule. The one hour classes are providing us 

with more time to teach and work on skills in the classroom. Reading outside of class is still very important, 

though. Please encourage your child to read. The important part is finding authors, genres, etc. that your child 

can relate to. This is the beginning to becoming a reader!  
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5th Grade Technology-Mrs. Hart 
Students will continue using Typingweb to practice their typing skills. They can log in at home and practice by going to 

https://www.typing.com/student/login.  Typing web is a great program that tracks students typing WPM and Accuracy 

in real time.  Typing is a lifelong skill that will take your child through high school, college and into the workforce.  

Students will also be creating Power points on many subjects to practice their computer skills. Movie Maker will also be 

used to create Christmas commercials. Students enjoyed creating Halloween “Jump” movies and sharing with the class. 

Nice work class. These are great computer skills you will continue to use in school and in life! We have a new program 

called Banzai, which was sponsored by SIU Credit Union.  Banzai Jr. uses real-world situations—like paying unexpected 

expenses, finding creative ways to earn money, and setting savings goals—to teach children about managing their own 

money. We are very excited to experience real world life scenarios and learn the value of money and saving money! It 

may come as a surprise, but money does not grow on trees. 

5th Grade Math-Mrs. Carlton 
Wow! Can you believe that mid-term is past. Sixth grade is off to a great start.  I am really excited with how the students 

are working hard. 

Open House was September 26th, thanks to all that came. If you did not sign up for Parent Teacher Conferences, please 

call Teresa for an appointment in the office.  

Parent Teacher Conference is a good time to check your child’s school supplies and make sure he/she has that pencil bag 

with plenty of pencils, pens, and erasers.  Students are rewarded for bringing everything they need to the classroom. 

This year if the parent comes to the conference then the student will receive a golden ticket, which has different prizes 

available to them. Also, if the student comes to the conference then they will receive 5 bonus points to be used in any 

class of their choice. 

If you need to get a hold of me, the Internet is a very good way to communicate with me.  If I can contact you using the 

Internet, please let me know.  My address is rcarlton@ewinggradeschool.org.   

FIFTH-GRADE MATH 

We are making a great transition from fourth grade. I am really proud of how hard this class is working.  If you feel your 

child is struggling, he/she may need to watch the online lesson just to hear the concept twice. We use Zearn which is an 

online component of our curriculum Engage New York. If you do not have Internet access at home, our students are 

given class time and they can use the study hall time. If they feel the need more time they can come in during their lunch 

period and work on it. We have been working with place value, multiplying and dividing decimals this will continue 

throughout the whole school year.  Something we are also working on is a Read Draw and Write (RDW) on all word 

problems.  

 
Read- Read the problem 

Draw-Draw and Label 

Write-Write the mathematical sentence and Write the answer out in words. 

So please encourage your child to work out the problem and give a thorough answer. 

 

 

 
 

https://www.typing.com/student/login
mailto:rcarlton@ewinggradeschool.org
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5th Grade English-Mrs. Jones  

    We started off the year talking about the six traits of writing. We then began 

working on an informative essay. We discovered what makes a great introduction and conclusion. Students 

were encouraged to write on something that interests them. Something else we are having fun with is a 

writing prompt called “Would you rather?”. The students are really enjoying this fun free write. In grammar, 

we have been learning about short vowel sounds, nouns and pronouns.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.4, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.5.3, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.1c 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2d, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.5, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.7 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.10, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.1, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.1c 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.2, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.2e, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.6 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5c 

5th Grade Science-Mrs. Scarborough 
At the beginning of the year, 5th grade had many challenges taking notes on the computer. For this reason, I 

have encouraged them to bring a notebook to keep their science notes. Fifth grade will be completing chapter 1, 

“On Properties of Matter and Forces in Motion” After the completion of chapter 1 we will move on to chapter 2 

“ Forces and Motion”. During the chapter we will explore forces, Newton’s Laws, how forces combine, and 

how shadows are formed. Your child will be learning some new vocabulary that relates to the chapter. You can 

help by reviewing the words and using them often when you talk about science: acceleration, gravity, inertia, 

force and friction 

5-PS1 Matter and Its Interactions, 5-PS2 Motion and Stability: Forces and Interaction 5-PS3 Energy 

5th Grade Physical Education-Mr.  Fauver 

    With the great weather we’ve had to start our school year the majority of our PE time has been spent 

outdoors. I introduced a new unit this year – Four Square! I wasn’t sure how the upper grade students would 

react to it, but they really seem to enjoy it. In fact, I see a lot of the kids playing it at recess time, so I know it 

has been a hit with most of them. The students also will soon be participating in units of Ultimate Frisbee and 

Flag Football . I also try and play many non-traditional games as well such as Blob Tag and Capture the Cones 

that keep everyone moving. One day a week is also designated as a Fitness day where the focus will be on 

performing exercises and activities that help increase aerobic capacity, strength , flexibility and muscular 

endurance. The 5th-8th graders are required to take a state mandated fitness test this year, the Fitnessgram. 

Students will be required to do the Pacer Test which measures aerobic endurance, curl-ups and push-ups 

which measure muscular strength and endurance, and the Sit and Reach test which measures flexibility. 

     On a side note, in case you didn’t know we have a Fellowship of Christian Athletes club on campus for 5th -

8th graders which meets every Wednesday morning before school at 7:45 in the gym, we’ve been getting a 

good turnout so far and if your child hasn’t attended they are more than welcome to join us. We plan on 

having our FCA Dodgeball tournament soon which has been a “hit” with the kids! The money raised from the 

tournament will go to a needy local family or charity. 

Coach Fauver 
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           5th-8th Grade Band/Chorus-Mrs. Milligan 

5th-8th Grade Band: Students are preparing for their three parades in October!  

 October 4 – BCHS Homecoming Parade at 1:30 and the Halftime Performance that evening at the 

BCHS Homecoming Football Game.  

 October 26 – Christopher Halloween Parade – students are to meet at Christopher Park at 6:30pm. 

Parade begins at 7:00pm. Students will wear school appropriate Halloween costumes. Students are to be 

picked up at Beav’s Sporting Goods parking lot – they walk directly into this lot (it is where many 

students take softball lessons from that go to Ewing!) 

 October 31– Ewing Halloween Parade – students perform at 1:00pm. Will wear appropriate Halloween 

costumes. Students are to bring their costume to school and will change at noon.  

Band is also preparing for Pep Band performances and will begin preparing for the Christmas Concert!! 

5th-8th Grade Choirs are preparing for the Veteran’s Day performance on November 8 at 2:00pm and the 

Christmas Concert on December 17th. Selected Bella Voche’ students will be going to Mascoutah on October 

14th  for IMEA Auditions – wish them luck!!!  

 

 
Email: rcarlton@ewinggradeschool.org     Phone: (618) 629-2181 Ext. 110 

Wow! Can you believe that mid-term is past. Sixth grade is off to a great start.  I am really excited with how the students 

are working hard. 

Open House was September 26th, thanks to all that came. If you did not sign up for Parent Teacher Conferences, 
please call Teresa for an appointment in the office.  

Parent Teacher Conference is a good time to check your child’s school supplies and make sure he/she has that 

pencil bag with plenty of pencils, pens, and erasers.  Students are rewarded for bringing everything they need to the 

classroom. This year if the parent comes to the conference then the student will receive a golden ticket, which has 

different prizes available to them. Also, if the student comes to the conference then they will receive 5 bonus points to 

be used in any class of their choice. 

 

If you need to get a hold of me, the Internet is a very good way to communicate with me.  If I can contact you using the 

Internet, please let me know.  My address is rcarlton@ewinggradeschool.org.   

mailto:rcarlton@ewinggradeschool.org
mailto:rcarlton@ewinggradeschool.org
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FIFTH-EIGHTH GRADE MATH Mrs. Carlton 

As a parent or guardian, how much do you help at home with homework?  It’s perfectly okay if you want to look at your 

child’s work and make sure he/she is on the right track, but if they need you to explain it to them, I need to know that.  I 

explain every lesson carefully before an assignment.  If time does not allow for me to make a full explanation, an 

assignment is not made. Also, a reminder that the lessons are online at my webpage, you can access it through our 

school website. You can get the lesson by clicking on my homepage and going to the grade level in the upper left corner.  

Now, if he/she gets home and gets stuck or is unsure how to do a certain problem, have him/her call me at home.  I can 

repeat something I’ve said in class that will get them back on track and keep them from getting frustrated.  My number 

is 618-201-6805, and if I am out of the house, leave a message with your name and phone number. 

 It is important that your child learn the vocabulary and learn the rules of mathematics. This should be in their 

notes each night. Please feel free to quiz your child frequently on these rules.  

SIXTH-GRADE MATH 

Wow sixth grade came back to school ready to work. Way to go 6th Grade!!!! We have been working with ratios, rates 

and unit rates. Next, we will move on to percentages. We have been diagraming equivalent fraction and working on 

addition of fractions.  Something we are also working on is a Read Draw and Write (RDW) on all word problems.  

 

Read- Read the problem 

Draw-Draw and Label 

Write-Write the mathematical sentence and Write the answer out in words. 

So please encourage your child to work out the problem and give a through answer. 

Sixth Grade is working on ratios, so if you have a chance to go shopping and your child is around please point out the 

sales items. These are great examples of ratio. (Ratio is comparing two quantities) example $3.69 per gallon of milk.  

 

6th Grade Reading-Mrs. Watkins 

Big changes continue with our curriculum this year. A huge part of our studies will happen within the 

classroom. Your child will be working in whole group, small group, and with a partner for much of the units we 

focus on this year. We have begun our Wonders curriculum and it couldn’t have gone any better. I now feel like 

a science teacher! Our first set of texts were informational pieces. While these pieces can be boring at times 

because it’s just so many facts, these were written as narrative nonfiction pieces. This means they are written in 

a story format. While some of the information is still dry, we made it interesting by including a STEM project. 

Sixth graders have been working on building volcanoes for the past two weeks. At the end of the second week, 

they will see how well their construction holds up under an eruption. They have been so excited and have done 

an amazing job building their models. Who knew we could do Science in Reading? This just goes to show that 

reading is the foundation for all other subjects ! 

Along with a new school year comes many changes; one of those being a new approach to Reading 

skills/concepts. We have adopted a new reading curriculum. Fifth and sixth grade will be studying using the 

Wonders curriculum, while seventh and eighth grade will be using StudySync. Along with these new 

curriculums, I will still teach units of study and pull from the Engage New York curriculum to ensure the 

Reading standards are being taught and mastered at each grade level. We will be reading from a variety of texts 
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during our study of reading concepts and skills, including online components, hardback readers, leveled readers, 

excerpts, and novels.  

Reading IXL—All 5th – 8th Grade students will be working on IXLs this year for me. The ones assigned as in-

class assignments are not to be worked on outside of school. I have access to time stamps that allow me to see 

when students are working on the assignments, duration of the work, and the accuracy of the questions. If they 

are in-class assignments, I am using those as assessment pieces. This allows me to see who I need to provide 

more instruction to, when we are ready to move on to a new concept, and if I need to reteach any sections of the 

concepts/skills. Please keep in mind, some IXLs will be homework periodically. When your child asks for help, 

please only guide them into their thinking, rather than giving answers. Remember, we all learn best through 

mistakes we make. Let the mistakes happen, encourage reading the explanation as to why the question was 

missed, and let them continue on. I am alerted when a student is struggling and will be able to identify those 

who need to come in for individualized or small group lessons on the concept they are working on. If you notice 

your child is having issues before I address it, please contact me and let me know. The goal is to excel in the 

area, not become so frustrated they want to quit or give up. When frustration level is beginning to settle in, I 

want to be able to intervene and reteach, alleviating the stress and frustration. Communication from the student 

is an essential part to their success.  

Scholastic---We are doing monthly Book Talks. This allows students to see the books offered to them through 

the flyers and find authors, stories, and book series that they might find interest in. We had donations last year 

and this year to our Scholastic account so at this point, each 5th-8th grade student is able to purchase a certain 

value of books or apply an amount to purchase a more expensive book. I look forward to the Book Talks and 

the interest that is developing in some of my non-readers. Students who come and ask for money to purchase 

books will be allowed to purchase with the donated money up to a certain amount. I will announce to students 

when our donations have been depleted. I am impressed by the students’ responses this first month and look 

forward to the upcoming months. I tell my students all the time, “READING is Brain Food!”  

6th  Grade English-Mrs. Jones 

We started off the year talking about the six traits of writing. We then began working on an informative essay. 

We discovered what makes a great introduction and conclusion. Students were encouraged to write on 

something that interests them. Something else we are having fun with is a writing prompt called “Would you 

rather?”. The students are really enjoying this fun free write. In grammar, we have been learning about short 

vowel sounds, nouns and pronouns.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.6.4, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.2d, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.5 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.7, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.10, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.1 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.2, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.2b, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.3 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.3a, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.4, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.6 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.4d 
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         6th Grade Technology-Mrs. Hart 

Students will continue using Typingweb to practice their typing skills. They can log in at home and practice by going to 

https://www.typing.com/student/login.  Typing web is a great program that tracks students typing WPM and Accuracy 

in real time.  Typing is a lifelong skill that will take your child through high school, college and into the workforce.  

Students will also be creating Power points on many subjects to practice their computer skills. Movie Maker will also be 

used to create Christmas commercials. Students enjoyed creating Halloween “Jump” movies and sharing with the class. 

Nice work class. These are great computer skills you will continue to use in school and in life! We have a new program 

called Banzai, which was sponsored by SIU Credit Union.  Banzai Jr. uses real-world situations—like paying unexpected 

expenses, finding creative ways to earn money, and setting savings goals—to teach children about managing their own 

money. We are very excited to experience real world life scenarios and learn the value of money and saving money! It 

may come as a surprise, but money does not grow on trees   

 

6th Grade Science- Mrs. Scarborough 
In 6th grade, we will be starting chapter 2 Ecosystems and Biomes. This includes Cycles of matter, Biomes, 

Aquatic Ecosystems, and Biogeography. The big question of the chapter will focus on where living things get 

their food. Students will continue working in their workbooks with most of the work done in class. 

MS-LS2 Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics, MS-ESS3 Earth and Human Activity 

 

6th Grade Physical Education-Mr. Fauver 

With the great weather we’ve had to start our school year the majority of our PE time has been spent 

outdoors. I introduced a new unit this year – Four Square! I wasn’t sure how the upper grade students would 

react to it, but they really seem to enjoy it. In fact, I see a lot of the kids playing it at recess time, so I know it 

has been a hit with most of them. The students also will soon be participating in units of Ultimate Frisbee and 

Flag Football . I also try and play many non-traditional games as well such as Blob Tag and Capture the Cones 

that keep everyone moving. One day a week is also designated as a Fitness day where the focus will be on 

performing exercises and activities that help increase aerobic capacity, strength , flexibility and muscular 

endurance. The 5th-8th graders are required to take a state mandated fitness test this year, the Fitnessgram. 

Students will be required to do the Pacer Test which measures aerobic endurance, curl-ups and push-ups 

which measure muscular strength and endurance, and the Sit and Reach test which measures flexibility. 

     On a side note, in case you didn’t know we have a Fellowship of Christian Athletes club on campus for 5th -

8th graders which meets every Wednesday morning before school at 7:45 in the gym, we’ve been getting a 

good turnout so far and if your child hasn’t attended they are more than welcome to join us. We plan on 

having our FCA Dodgeball tournament soon which has been a “hit” with the kids! The money raised from the 

tournament will go to a needy local family or charity. 

https://www.typing.com/student/login
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5th-8th Grade Band/Chorus-Mrs. Milligan 

  5th-8th Grade Band: Students are preparing for their three parades in October!  

 October 4 – BCHS Homecoming Parade at 1:30 and the Halftime Performance that evening at the 

BCHS Homecoming Football Game.  

 October 26 – Christopher Halloween Parade – students are to meet at Christopher Park at 6:30pm. 

Parade begins at 7:00pm. Students will wear school appropriate Halloween costumes. Students are to be 

picked up at Beav’s Sporting Goods parking lot – they walk directly into this lot (it is where many 

students take softball lessons from that go to Ewing!) 

 October 31– Ewing Halloween Parade – students perform at 1:00pm. Will wear appropriate Halloween 

costumes. Students are to bring their costume to school and will change at noon.  

Band is also preparing for Pep Band performances and will begin preparing for the Christmas Concert!! 

5th-8th Grade Choirs are preparing for the Veteran’s Day performance on November 8 at 2:00pm and the 

Christmas Concert on December 17th. Selected Bella Voche’ students will be going to Mascoutah on October 

14th  for IMEA Auditions – wish them luck!!!  

 

Email: dscarborough@ewinggradeschool.org     Phone: (618) 629-2181 Ext. 111 

 

I am excited to be teaching science at Ewing Grade School. Before Ewing, I worked at Buncombe Grade School 

and Trinity Christian School. I live in Cobden with my husband, 2 cats and several chickens. Together we have 

3 sons. Two are married (and when do I get grandbabies to spoil?) and my youngest, who is 21, and still living 

at home.  

At school, I think we have finally reached somewhat of a routine. I am spending time getting to know my 

students and fellow teachers. I am also working on planning many great activities for science this year. 

 

7th Grade Science- Mrs. Scarbprough 
Seventh grade will start chapter 2 “Minerals and Rocks”, students will learn the properties of minerals and how 

to classify rocks. Then they will learn about the specifics of Igneous, Sedimentary and Metamorphic rocks.  The 

chapter will finish with the rock cycle.  The big question of the chapter is learning how rocks form. 

MS-ESS1 Earth’s Place in the Universe, MS ESS2 Earth’s Systems, MS-ESS3 Earth and Human Activity 

mailto:dscarborough@ewinggradeschool.org


 

44 

        7th Grade English-Mrs. Jones 

We started off the year talking about the six traits of writing. We then began working on an informative essay. We 

discovered what makes a great introduction and conclusion. Students were encouraged to write on something that 

interests them. Something else we are having fun with is a writing prompt called “Would you rather?”. The students are 

really enjoying this fun free write. In grammar, we have been learning about subjects, predicates, and simple and 

compound sentences. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.4, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.2d, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.5 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.7, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.10, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.2, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.1b, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.2b 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.3, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.6 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.5b 

7th Grade Math -Mrs. Carlton 
As a parent or guardian, how much do you help at home with homework?  It’s perfectly okay if you want to look at your 

child’s work and make sure he/she is on the right track, but if they need you to explain it to them, I need to know that.  I 

explain every lesson carefully before an assignment.  If time does not allow for me to make a full explanation, an 

assignment is not made. Also, a reminder that the lessons are online at my webpage, you can access it through our 

school website. You can get the lesson by clicking on my homepage and going to the grade level in the upper left corner.  

Now, if he/she gets home and gets stuck or is unsure how to do a certain problem, have him/her call me at home.  I can 

repeat something I’ve said in class that will get them back on track and keep them from getting frustrated.  My number 

is 618-201-6805, and if I am out of the house, leave a message with your name and phone number. 

 It is important that your child learn the vocabulary and learn the rules of mathematics. This should be in their notes 

each night. Please feel free to quiz your child frequently on these rules.  

  Seventh Grade continues to excel in Math. We are reviewing the concept of ratios and relating it to functions. 

Functions will be one of our top focuses throughout the year. I am very proud of the seventh graders’ work habits and 

attitudes.  They are a great bunch of students. If you do not have Internet access at home, they are given class time and 

they can use the study hall time. If they feel the need more time they can come in during their lunch period and work. If 

your child is still struggling, please let me know because these are skill that they should already have and IXL is a way to 

reinforce their skills Something we are also working on is a Read Draw and Write (RDW) on all word problems.  

Read- Read the problem 

Draw-Draw and Label 

Write-Write the mathematical sentence and Write the answer out in words. 

So please encourage your child to work out the problem and give a thorough answer. 

Also, we are working on unit prices in math. These are called rates or ratio. A unit price is the cost per one. (example: 

Miles per gallon, Cost per ounce) If you see examples of these while you are out, please point it out to your child so they 

have a clearer understanding in the classroom. 
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       7th Grade Technology-Mrs. Hart 
After yearbook is completed, students will be using Typingweb to practice their typing skills. They can log in at home and 

practice by going to https://www.typing.com/student/login. Typing web is a great program that tracks students typing 

WPM and Accuracy in real time.  Typing is a lifelong skill that will take your child through high school, college and into 

the workforce.   Students will also be creating Power points on many subjects to practice their computer skills. Movie 

Maker will also be used to create Christmas commercials. Students enjoyed creating Halloween “Jump” movies and 

sharing with the class. Nice work class. These are great computer skills you will continue to use in school and in life! We 

have a new program called Banzai, which was sponsored by SIU Credit Union.  Banzai Jr. uses real-world situations—like 

paying unexpected expenses, finding creative ways to earn money, and setting savings goals—to teach children about 

managing their own money. We are very excited to experience real world life scenarios and learn the value of money 

and saving money! It may come as a surprise, but money does not grow on trees .   

 

5th-8th Grade Band/Chorus-Mrs. Milligan 

5th-8th Grade Band: Students are preparing for their three parades in October!  

 October 4 – BCHS Homecoming Parade at 1:30 and the Halftime Performance that evening at the 

BCHS Homecoming Football Game.  

 October 26 – Christopher Halloween Parade – students are to meet at Christopher Park at 6:30pm. 

Parade begins at 7:00pm. Students will wear school appropriate Halloween costumes. Students are to be 

picked up at Beav’s Sporting Goods parking lot – they walk directly into this lot (it is where many 

students take softball lessons from that go to Ewing!) 

 October 31– Ewing Halloween Parade – students perform at 1:00pm. Will wear appropriate Halloween 

costumes. Students are to bring their costume to school and will change at noon.  

Band is also preparing for Pep Band performances and will begin preparing for the Christmas Concert!! 

5th-8th Grade Choirs are preparing for the Veteran’s Day performance on November 8 at 2:00pm and the 

Christmas Concert on December 17th. Selected Bella Voche’ students will be going to Mascoutah on October 

14th  for IMEA Auditions – wish them luck!!!  

 

7th Grade Social Studies-Mrs. Scarborough 
  Social Science will continue their study of the American Revolution.  We will explore the challenges 

faced by the American revolutionaries at the beginning of the war, how the United States gained allies and aid 

during the war, how fighting in the West and the South affected the course of the war and how the Battle of 

Yorktown was instrumental to the quest for independence. We will continue learning geography skills with the 

use of maps. 

SS.CV.3.6-8.LC, MdC, MC: Compare the means by which individuals and groups change societies, promote 

the common good, and protect rights. SS.G.1.6-8.MdC: Use mapping and graphing to represent and analyze 

spatial patterns of different environmental and cultural characteristics. SS.H.1.6-8.MdC: Analyze connections 

among events and developments in broader historical contexts. 

https://www.typing.com/student/login
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7th Grade Physical Education-Mr. Fauver 

With the great weather we’ve had to start our school year the majority of our PE time has been spent 

outdoors. I introduced a new unit this year – Four Square! I wasn’t sure how the upper grade students would 

react to it, but they really seem to enjoy it. In fact, I see a lot of the kids playing it at recess time, so I know it 

has been a hit with most of them. The students also will soon be participating in units of Ultimate Frisbee and 

Flag Football . I also try and play many non-traditional games as well such as Blob Tag and Capture the Cones 

that keep everyone moving. One day a week is also designated as a Fitness day where the focus will be on 

performing exercises and activities that help increase aerobic capacity, strength , flexibility and muscular 

endurance. The 5th-8th graders are required to take a state mandated fitness test this year, the Fitnessgram. 

Students will be required to do the Pacer Test which measures aerobic endurance, curl-ups and push-ups 

which measure muscular strength and endurance, and the Sit and Reach test which measures flexibility. 

     On a side note, in case you didn’t know we have a Fellowship of Christian Athletes club on campus for 5th -

8th graders which meets every Wednesday morning before school at 7:45 in the gym, we’ve been getting a 

good turnout so far and if your child hasn’t attended they are more than welcome to join us. We plan on 

having our FCA Dodgeball tournament soon which has been a “hit” with the kids! The money raised from the 

tournament will go to a needy local family or charity. 

 

7th Grade Literature-Mrs. Watkins 
We are working much more in the classroom to put our minds together to think deeper. My analogy to 

the kids is that we cannot just skim the top of the water; we have to jump off the diving board and go below the 

surface. We are currently working through our unit that we focus on while reading the novel, A Long Walk to 

Water by Linda Sue Park. We will be analyzing character and plot. Along with fiction, we are tying 

informational pieces to the text to discover commonalities. One HUGE skill we focus on is inference. This is 

such as difficult concept. So many students only want to think black and white, however it is important for them 

to grasp the concept that there is a gray area that needs explored…Making Inferences and Drawing 

Conclusions. It takes reading and rereading several times to accomplish all of our goals. The kids really enjoy 

this story based on the lives of two young people from Sudan. It is based off of real events that occurred during 

the Civil War in Sudan. We will continue reading and working with this story until we have exhausted all the 

analyzing we need to accomplish our goals of the unit. We will be doing an activity coming up soon where the 

students will be required to reenact the life of our characters to discover the hardships that occur when their 

country is in the middle of a war in their homeland.  

Along with a new school year comes many changes; one of those being a new approach to Reading 

skills/concepts. We have adopted a new reading curriculum. Fifth and sixth grade will be studying using the 

Wonders curriculum, while seventh and eighth grade will be using StudySync. Along with these new 

curriculums, I will still teach units of study and pull from the Engage New York curriculum to ensure the 

Reading standards are being taught and mastered at each grade level. We will be reading from a variety of texts 

during our study of reading concepts and skills, including online components, hardback readers, leveled readers, 

excerpts, and novels.  



 

47 

Reading IXL—All 5th – 8th Grade students will be working on IXLs this year for me. The ones assigned as in-

class assignments are not to be worked on outside of school. I have access to time stamps that allow me to see 

when students are working on the assignments, duration of the work, and the accuracy of the questions. If they 

are in-class assignments, I am using those as assessment pieces. This allows me to see who I need to provide 

more instruction to, when we are ready to move on to a new concept, and if I need to reteach any sections of the 

concepts/skills. Please keep in mind, some IXLs will be homework periodically. When your child asks for help, 

please only guide them into their thinking, rather than giving answers. Remember, we all learn best through 

mistakes we make. Let the mistakes happen, encourage reading the explanation as to why the question was 

missed, and let them continue on. I am alerted when a student is struggling and will be able to identify those 

who need to come in for individualized or small group lessons on the concept they are working on. If you notice 

your child is having issues before I address it, please contact me and let me know. The goal is to excel in the 

area, not become so frustrated they want to quit or give up. When frustration level is beginning to settle in, I 

want to be able to intervene and reteach, alleviating the stress and frustration. Communication from the student 

is an essential part to their success.  

Scholastic---We are doing monthly Book Talks. This allows students to see the books offered to them through 

the flyers and find authors, stories, and book series that they might find interest in. We had donations last year 

and this year to our Scholastic account so at this point, each 5th-8th grade student is able to purchase a certain 

value of books or apply an amount to purchase a more expensive book. I look forward to the Book Talks and 

the interest that is developing in some of my non-readers. Students who come and ask for money to purchase 

books will be allowed to purchase with the donated money up to a certain amount. I will announce to students 

when our donations have been depleted. I am impressed by the students’ responses this first month and look 

forward to the upcoming months. I tell my students all the time, “READING is Brain Food!”  

 

 

 

 
Email: bjones@ewinggradeschool.org   Phone: (618) 629-2181 Ext. 112 

 

                  Wow! I can’t believe it is already October. Time sure flies when you’re having fun! I am 

absolutely loving my move to ELA!! Thanks to everyone that came to our Open House. If you did NOT get 

signed up for Parent/Teacher conferences, parent committees, or classroom parties, please call the office and 

we will get you signed up. 

The best way to contact me after school hours is through Dojo or email. Please feel free to email me anytime 

at bjones@ewinggradeschool.org. I will get back to you as soon as I can. If you ever have a question on 

assignments, make sure you check the homework hotline or the website. We update these daily.  

                         

mailto:bjones@ewinggradeschool.org
mailto:bjones@ewinggradeschool.org
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  8th Grade English-Mrs. Jones 
We started off the year talking about the six traits of writing. We then began working on an informative essay. We 

discovered what makes a great introduction and conclusion. Students were encouraged to write on something that 

interests them. Something else we are having fun with is a writing prompt called “Would you rather?”. The students are 

really enjoying this fun free write. In grammar, we have been learning about subjects, predicates, and simple and 

compound sentences.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.4, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.2d, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.5, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.7, 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.10, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.2, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.2c, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.3 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.4, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.6 

 

 

      8th Grade Social Science-Mrs. Jones 

This year we decided to start the year with the Illinois Constitution. That way, we are not feeling stressed and 

crunched for time in the Spring with Chili Supper, Graduation and the Federal Constitution. So far we have 

learned how our Illinois government is different from the Federal government. We also have discovered the 

history of our Illinois Constitution. This past week we have been working on how a bill becomes a law.  

SS.IS.8.6-8.MC:, SS.CV.1.6-8.LC:, SS.CV.1.6-8.MdC:, SS.CV.1.6-8.MC:, SS.CV.2.6-8.LC: 

SS.CV.2.6-8.MdC:, SS.CV.2.6-8.MC:, SS.CV.3.6-8.LC;, SS.CV.4.6-8.LC:, SS.CV.4.6-8.MdC: 

SS.CV.6.6-8.MdC;, SS.G.1.6-8.MdC: 

 

8th Grade Science- Mrs. Scarborough 

After finishing a stem unit on Aviation and the science of flight, the students will begin an introduction of 

Chemistry. The first chapter will be about matter and how it is described. After a review of the properties of 

matter, students will explore how to classify matter, measure matter, and how matter changes. Then we will 

begin learning about the states of matter and changes in those states as well as the behavior of each state. 

MS-PS1 Matter and Its Interactions, MS-PS3 Energy 
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8th Grade Math -Mrs. Carlton  
As a parent or guardian, how much do you help at home with homework?  It’s perfectly okay if you want to look at your 

child’s work and make sure he/she is on the right track, but if they need you to explain it to them, I need to know that.  I 

explain every lesson carefully before an assignment.  If time does not allow for me to make a full explanation, an 

assignment is not made. Also, a reminder that the lessons are online at my webpage, you can access it through our 

school website. You can get the lesson by clicking on my homepage and going to the grade level in the upper left corner.  

Now, if he/she gets home and gets stuck or is unsure how to do a certain problem, have him/her call me at home.  I can 

repeat something I’ve said in class that will get them back on track and keep them from getting frustrated.  My number 

is 618-201-6805, and if I am out of the house, leave a message with your name and phone number. 

 It is important that your child learn the vocabulary and learn the rules of mathematics. This should be in their notes 

each night. Please feel free to quiz your child frequently on these rules.  

There are many responsibilities with this, but many rewards, also. Eighth Grade is in Algebra this year with that being 

said this will allow them to test into Geometry as a freshmen, which will allow them to take math dual credits there 

junior year. Parents, this will save you money and is very doable for our students.  

Also, a reminder that students have more math homework in order to keep up with the high school, so please make sure 

that if your child is having trouble to come and see me as soon as they feel lost. Remember, Algebra builds on each 

concept and if  the students  start falling behind it is hard to catch up.  

 Something we are also working on is a Read Draw and Write (RDW) on all word problems.  

Read- Read the problem 

Draw-Draw and Label 

Write-Write the mathematical sentence and Write the answer out in words. 

So please encourage your child to work out the problem and give a thorough answer.. 

  

Please feel free to contact me if you have question or if your child is struggling with the assignments. I do check and 

offer help in the morning and after-school.    

 

8th Grade Technology-Mrs. Hart 
Students will continue using Typingweb to practice their typing skills. They can log in at home and practice by going to 

https://www.typing.com/student/login.  Typing web is a great program that tracks students typing WPM and Accuracy 

in real time.  Typing is a lifelong skill that will take your child through high school, college and into the workforce.  

Students will also be creating Power points on many subjects to practice their computer skills. Movie Maker will also be 

used to create Christmas commercials. Students enjoyed creating Halloween “Jump” movies and sharing with the class. 

Nice work class. These are great computer skills you will continue to use in school and in life! We have a new program 

called Banzai, which was sponsored by SIU Credit Union.  Banzai Jr. uses real-world situations—like paying unexpected 

expenses, finding creative ways to earn money, and setting savings goals—to teach children about managing their own 

money. We are very excited to experience real world life scenarios and learn the value of money and saving money! It 

may come as a surprise, but money does not grow on trees !  

https://www.typing.com/student/login
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8th Grade Literature-Mrs. Watkins 
We have begun the year with Figurative Language and Literary Elements. These two units of study will 

be lasting pieces of information required throughout this year and will prepare these students for high school 

next year. Upon taking a practice test and participating in a review game, students have quickly realized the 

knowledge they thought they had with both of these concepts is not as strong as they would like to have for 

success in Reading class and upcoming assessments. This information is not meant to be memorized and 

forgotten. It must be lasting so students can apply it in their written and oral expression.  

Language Arts consists of both literature and writing that can be combined for deeper, richer 

understanding of text; and that is exactly how we approach the content in reading class. We will write quite a 

bit, which will focus on our literature pieces. We will be writing constructed responses based on the main 

character of our novel, Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai. We will analyze the character to truly 

understand who she is and her experiences during the Vietnam War. We will use informative pieces of work, 

such as articles, photos, and video clips to continue to learn about the Vietnam War, Saigon, and the time period 

to connect with Ha’s story. We will be working in whole group, small group, and with partners to deepen our 

studying of all the topics related to the topic/concept/story while focusing on literary elements and figurative 

language, and we will continue to participate in this manner as the unit begins. The literary unit we are focusing 

on first will provide the students with a great deal of knowledge needed to continue with upcoming units and 

lessons. The work completed this year will be stepping stones needed to prepare the students for success at the 

high school level. Please encourage your child to be a participant in the classroom. Experiencing the novel and 

becoming part of the discussion and activities help with learning the material.  

Along with a new school year comes many changes; one of those being a new approach to Reading 

skills/concepts. We have adopted a new reading curriculum. Fifth and sixth grade will be studying using the 

Wonders curriculum, while seventh and eighth grade will be using StudySync. Along with these new 

curriculums, I will still teach units of study and pull from the Engage New York curriculum to ensure the 

Reading standards are being taught and mastered at each grade level. We will be reading from a variety of texts 

during our study of reading concepts and skills, including online components, hardback readers, leveled readers, 

excerpts, and novels.  

Reading IXL—All 5th – 8th Grade students will be working on IXLs this year for me. The ones assigned as in-

class assignments are not to be worked on outside of school. I have access to time stamps that allow me to see 

when students are working on the assignments, duration of the work, and the accuracy of the questions. If they 

are in-class assignments, I am using those as assessment pieces. This allows me to see who I need to provide 

more instruction to, when we are ready to move on to a new concept, and if I need to reteach any sections of the 

concepts/skills. Please keep in mind, some IXLs will be homework periodically. When your child asks for help, 

please only guide them into their thinking, rather than giving answers. Remember, we all learn best through 

mistakes we make. Let the mistakes happen, encourage reading the explanation as to why the question was 

missed, and let them continue on. I am alerted when a student is struggling and will be able to identify those 

who need to come in for individualized or small group lessons on the concept they are working on. If you notice 

your child is having issues before I address it, please contact me and let me know. The goal is to excel in the 

area, not become so frustrated they want to quit or give up. When frustration level is beginning to settle in, I 
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want to be able to intervene and reteach, alleviating the stress and frustration. Communication from the student 

is an essential part to their success.  

Scholastic---We are doing monthly Book Talks. This allows students to see the books offered to them through 

the flyers and find authors, stories, and book series that they might find interest in. We had donations last year 

and this year to our Scholastic account so at this point, each 5th-8th grade student is able to purchase a certain 

value of books or apply an amount to purchase a more expensive book. I look forward to the Book Talks and 

the interest that is developing in some of my non-readers. Students who come and ask for money to purchase 

books will be allowed to purchase with the donated money up to a certain amount. I will announce to students 

when our donations have been depleted. I am impressed by the students’ responses this first month and look 

forward to the upcoming months. I tell my students all the time, “READING is Brain Food!”  

 

 

8th Grade Physical Education-Mr. Fauver 

With the great weather we’ve had to start our school year the majority of our PE time has been spent 

outdoors. I introduced a new unit this year – Four Square! I wasn’t sure how the upper grade students would 

react to it, but they really seem to enjoy it. In fact, I see a lot of the kids playing it at recess time, so I know it 

has been a hit with most of them. The students also will soon be participating in units of Ultimate Frisbee and 

Flag Football . I also try and play many non-traditional games as well such as Blob Tag and Capture the Cones 

that keep everyone moving. One day a week is also designated as a Fitness day where the focus will be on 

performing exercises and activities that help increase aerobic capacity, strength , flexibility and muscular 

endurance. The 5th-8th graders are required to take a state mandated fitness test this year, the Fitnessgram. 

Students will be required to do the Pacer Test which measures aerobic endurance, curl-ups and push-ups 

which measure muscular strength and endurance, and the Sit and Reach test which measures flexibility. 

     On a side note, in case you didn’t know we have a Fellowship of Christian Athletes club on campus for 5th -

8th graders which meets every Wednesday morning before school at 7:45 in the gym, we’ve been getting a 

good turnout so far and if your child hasn’t attended they are more than welcome to join us. We plan on 

having our FCA Dodgeball tournament soon which has been a “hit” with the kids! The money raised from the 

tournament will go to a needy local family or charity. 

Coach Fauver 
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         5th -8th Grade Band/ Chorus-Mrs. Milligan 

5th-8th Grade Band: Students are preparing for their three parades in October!  

 October 4 – BCHS Homecoming Parade at 1:30 and the Halftime Performance that evening at the 

BCHS Homecoming Football Game.  

 October 26 – Christopher Halloween Parade – students are to meet at Christopher Park at 6:30pm. 

Parade begins at 7:00pm. Students will wear school appropriate Halloween costumes. Students are to be 

picked up at Beav’s Sporting Goods parking lot – they walk directly into this lot (it is where many 

students take softball lessons from that go to Ewing!) 

 October 31– Ewing Halloween Parade – students perform at 1:00pm. Will wear appropriate Halloween 

costumes. Students are to bring their costume to school and will change at noon.  

Band is also preparing for Pep Band performances and will begin preparing for the Christmas Concert!! 

 

5th-8th Grade Choirs are preparing for the Veteran’s Day performance on November 8 at 2:00pm and the 

Christmas Concert on December 17th. Selected Bella Voche’ students will be going to Mascoutah on October 

14th  for IMEA Auditions – wish them luck!!!  

 

 

 

 

 


